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Abstract
Managing conflicts
one of the fundamentakis

amentarians has been
ncern for parliaments in

various countries arqund the . Ensuring that parliamentarians
pursue the publ¥e Whterest i\from prioritizing personal gain
while performing fiir represe roles is a matter that has occupied
the min years. The Islamic Consultative

egislative body in the country, holds a
ing and overseeing the implementation of
laws. Conseq ring the management of conflicts of interest
among its memberg and their conduct in alignment with national
interests and welfare fequires its own specific rules and regulations, as
is the case in other codntries. This research, conducted in two phases,
seeks to typologize flict-of-interest management mechanisms for
members of Majlis. Tn the first phase, through a focus group, 12 policies
and laws related to MPs were examined and analyzed. In the second
phase, 20 in-depth semi-structured interviews were conducted with
experts and current and former members of the Majlis. All collected
data were qualitatively coded using MAXQDA software, ultimately
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resulting in 31 organizing themes categorized into three overarching
themes. The conflict-of-interest management mechanisms for MPs in
their legislative role, oversight role, and cross-role functions constitute
the overarching themes of this research. Finally, these themes are
discussed and analyzed.

Keywords: Islamic Consultative Assembly, Conflict of Interest,
Conflict of Interest Mangement, Typology

1. Introduction

Conflict of interest is the focal point of manyagconomic crimes.
For this reason, conflict of interest management is ng the most
fundamental and yet most basic meas i

country; because, logically, preventing co i fficiency is
better than curing and combating them. Byai ifyi gaps in the
code of conduct for members of the Majlis, b gning any new

laws or policies regarding,the manage
of conflict of interest, it is Négessary to

toft conduct in the area

of interest for MPs and dé&t&rm mechanisms appropriate
to the specific conditigns of t jlis and the country.
A |

2. Literature Revigw

ssed the mechanisms and models for
managing confh t of parliamentarians across 27 European
Union countrigs. examining the conditions and specific
requirements of t and Belgium, the article explains why the UK
has adopted a transparency-oriented approach to its parliamentary
conflict-of-interest mafnagement systems, in contrast to Belgium, which
employs an approachtbased on sanctions and various enforcement
mechanisms that aresStricter and less reliant on transparency.

Nelson and Sanyal (2010) examined the conflict-of-interest
management methods for members of the Indian Parliament's House of
the People (Lok Sabha) and Council of States (Rajya Sabha) and
compared the mechanisms used in both chambers. Disclosure of
interests, recusal or non-participation in meetings or votes,
disqualification from holding government or private positions while
serving as a parliamentarian, and prohibitions and restrictions on
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accepting gifts and having travel expenses covered by others while in
office, are considered among the primary methods of managing
conflicts of interest for Indian parliamentarians.

3. Methodology

This research has been conducted as a qualitative study. The
research strategy is deductive qualitative content analysis, and the
theoretical framework was inspired by the existing literature. The
analysis method used in this research is thematic analysis. Firstly,
policies and laws related to members of the Majl¥s,and related subjects
were analyzed and examined to identify "conflict ofigterest situations™
and "conflict of interest management mechanisms’
qualitative coding was performed. Two wo-hour se8si
panel, including four specialists in this ¥ iewed and
examined. Secondly, semi-structured inteui ducted with
20 experts. To analyze the data obtained fr revious stage,
thematic analysis techni bot ts of the research,
MAXQDA software was u

4, Results A\
“‘

this research, based on the

Constitu ic of Iran, members of the Majlis
hold only gislation and oversight. The role of
representing t their constituency is not considered an

n. In other words, based on the researcher's
of policies, laws, and interviews with experts,
ing the interests of the constituency” is not an
the Constitution; rather, it must be manifested
in the course of pefforming the legislative and oversight roles.
Accordingly, and b on the prevailing interpretation, any other role
of MPs must essentially be expressed solely through the two roles of
legislation and oversight. Therefore, based on the interviews conducted
with experts, the role of "representing the interests of the constituency™
was removed from the key roles of MPs. Results are presented below.
Table 1

Overarching and Organizing Themes of Research

findings from the
the role of "represe
independent role und



F 1 0)Kan 5 sl ok 5 (S31 515 ol okt 5 33 31 2) p33 5 gl ki 55 (315515 pb

Overarching Organizing Themes
Themes

Oversight of oversight
Reform of parliamentary oversight processes
Prohibition of certain oversight actions by MPs
Principle of whole-parliament oversight vs. individual
MP oversight

Transparency of oversight

Rule-setting for MPs' oversight opinions

Reform of legislative processes
Reform of compensatory budgeti
COIM for MPs in Prohibition of brokerage in legis

COIM for MPs in
their Oversight Role

their Legislative Transparency of legislation
Role Characteristics of gogd law
Principle of preceden
in legislation

Main strategies for M
mechanisms

upled with public oversight
rming conflict situations into

Cross-Role COIM
for MPs

g the culture of MPs and parliamentary
sentation

orm of MP qualification mechanisms

Transparent, trust-building elections

st-representation rules

n-interference in executive affairs and appointments

le-setting for "self-regulation”

nformed external advocacy/demand-making

Strengthening partisanship/political parties in the

country

Efficient internal structural oversight of MPs

Intelligent external structural oversight of MPs

5. Discussion
As mentioned, although under the Constitution only legislative
and oversight roles are envisaged for MPs, and the prevailing
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interpretation of constitutional and public law jurists in the country
holds that an MP should not assume any role other than these, the reality
of parliamentary representation over the life of the Islamic Republic of
Iran has revealed other matters. As some prominent MPs in this study
also pointed out, some functions are inherent to representation. An MP
cannot avoid following up on the affairs of those who voted for them.
Representation is not a neutral matter, and failing to recognize the other
roles of representation will actually create numerous and diverse
conflict-of-interest situations, and because these roles are not formally
recognized, the likelihood of corruption within t IS even greater.

6. Conclusion

Based on the findings of this nisms for
managing conflicts of interest for members
into three general categories: legislati
Accordingly, under each of the aforementione
for managing conflicts interest f Ps identified, which
include various types of conflict-of-int ement tools, such as
transparency, prohibiti, riction, changes, and other
instruments. Taking &0 acc local contextual requirements of
the country W desi nflict-of-interest management
mechanisms is am@Rpg the m mental necessities.

cross-role.
s, mechanisms
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