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Abstract

The main objective of this researchuis to investigate the factors affecting the
performance and sustainable development of the Iranian football industry for
sustainable revenue generation. The present study was descriptive-survey and
based on a mixed Method research approach using grounded theory. The
statistical population of thespresent study in the qualitative section includes
specialists, experts, experts;and scholars in sports management and sports
marketing. The present  research instrument included semi-structured
interviews and a'questionnaire based on qualitative data (17 items and 5 main
components in Likert form). Data collection in the quantitative part of the
study was carried out through a researcher-made questionnaire derived from
the qualitative part of the research, consisting of 17 questions. The research
data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics and Spss23 and
SmartPLS4 software. The results of the research showed that media and fan
factors, infrastructure and equipment, economic and financial, managerial and
human resources, and legal and regulatory factors have an impact on the
performance and sustainable development of the Iranian football industry.
Considering the significant number (t-statistic), all research hypotheses were
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confirmed (t-value is greater than 1.96); and the research model has a good fit.
Since almost the entire football structure in the country is state-owned, in
order to enjoy sustainable development and performance in the Iranian
football industry, it is necessary to take appropriate measures to comply with
requirements that will make the clubs profitable and, in turn, provide financial
and managerial independence for the club.

Introduction

The sports industry has become an important support point for the
global economy. Football has long since transcended its status as a sport
or activity and has become a global business, creating a.complex and
dynamic multi-billion euro industry (Yapanas et al., 2024). According
to official statistics, the football industry accounts for more than 40%
of the total annual value of the global sports industry. Today, the
football industry alone has become the 17th largest.economy in the
world (Phan et al., 2023). However, it has never lost its original identity
and has gained widespread influence in various-dimensions, having a
massive impact on economic, social, and cultural levels (Yapanas et al.,
2024). Since the 21st century, with the increase in commercialization
in the football industry and the influx of social capital into this industry,
the financial performance of football clubs has become one of the
discussions with special need for.investigation (Andref, 2018). In the
meantime, financial development and health are recognized as a
guarantee and basis for.the performance and sustainable development
of the football industry (Moradi and Nazari, 2023). Since identifying
factors affecting performance and sustainable development is an
inevitable and very important necessity for any organization (Calmont
et al., 2022); ‘and since the results of various research, while
emphasizing the  importance of performance and sustainable
development, have shown a large study gap in this regard (Moradi and
Nazari, 2019) and (Martinez et al., 2021); Accordingly, in this study,
the researcher” first sought to investigate and identify the factors
contributing to the creation of such conditions for the Iranian football
industry, so that she could then provide a successful model to optimize
and provide the Iranian football industry with sustainable performance
and development.



Methods and Material

The present study was applied in terms of its purpose, descriptive-
survey in terms of its data collection method, and mixed in terms of its
research approach. The statistical population of the present study in the
qualitative section consisted of specialists, experts, and experts in sports
management and sports marketing who had sufficient experience and
had empirical work in the field of the football industry. The present
research instrument included semi-structured interviews and a
questionnaire (17 items and 5 main components‘in Likert format).
Open, axial and selective coding was used to examine the qualitative
data. Data collection in the quantitative part of the study was carried out
through a researcher-made questionnaire derived from the qualitative
part of the research, consisting of 17 questions. Descriptive and
inferential statistics were used to analyze the research data. In the
inferential statistics section, Spss23 software:was.used, and structural
equation modeling methods and SmartPLS4 software were used to
estimate the model.

Results and Discussion

Figures 1 and 2 show the structural model of the study. These figures
show the structural model in the automatic setup mode or in the
significant coefficients mode. In this case, the t-statistic values appear
on the paths in the model. Given that the threshold value is 1.96;
therefore, the hypotheses that have obtained a t-statistic greater than
1.96 are confirmed.
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Figure 2. Effect coefficients, factor loadings, and R2 values

To examine the overall degree of control of the sample for the
dimensions and factor structure, the GoF score was calculated as
follows:

gof = \/ average(AVE) * average(R2)




The average of the common values based on the information in Table 1
is 0.71 and the average of the coefficient of determination is 0.73. As a
result, the value of the GoF criterion is 0.75, which indicates a favorable
fit of the model. Therefore, the model of the impact of media and
fandom, infrastructure and equipment, economic and financial,
managerial and human resources, and legal and regulatory factors on
the performance and sustainable development of the Iranian football
industry is of appropriate relevance.

Conclusion

According to the findings, for the Iranian football industry. to enjoy
sustainable performance and development, it is necessary'to provide the
foundation for success in both revenue and sports sectors for the pillars
of this industry. These results are consistent ‘with the findings of
Galarotis et al. (2018) and Moradi and Nazari (2019). Galaroutis et al.
(2018) in their study of the French football industry showed that higher
income has a direct impact on sporting achievements, and sporting
successes, in turn, will have a positive impact on financial status. It can
be concluded that if there is.no logic in planning and the investment is
not calculated, it can directly cause huge losses for the clubs. Because
professional football today. has completely industrial characteristics;
and the reality is that the salary costs of players, coaches and human
resources working in clubs constitute a large part of the club's total
costs. Ifclubs fail to properly manage these costs, they will face
massive losses and serious challenges; something that can be clearly
seen in the country'sdeading clubs. As a result, critical decisions within
a club such as player transfers, contract extensions, and the selection of
a new manager directly affect the club's investment risk and increased
costs, and ultimately the club's financial health and ultimately its
sporting success.
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