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Abstract

John Rawils's theory of justice is one of the most famous views in the political
philosophy of the twentieth century. Contemporary German philosopher Yurgen
Habermas believes that Rawls cannot justify this theory. Because the justification
for this theory is based on some special premises that can not be compatible with
other Rawils's essential views. This article examines Habermas's critique by
carefully reading Rawls' theory of justice. It seems that Habermas's critique can
be answered in two ways: The first answer seeks justification in what Rawls calls
the "public reason" of a society. This answer is more in line with Rawls'
appearance, but Habermas considers this interpretation of Rawls's theory to be
contextualist and does not accept it. The second answer tries to focus on the
concept of "general facts" in Rawls's theory, and provide a basis for the universal
and non-contextual justification of Rawls's theory; the basis that Habermas
claimed Rawls lacked.

Keywords: John Rawls, Jurgen Habermas, theory of justice,
justification.

* Corresponding Author: foroozande@gmail.Com

How to Cite: Foroozandeh, M., Monfared, S. Z., Mesbahian. H. (2020). Justifiability
of John Rolls's Theory of Justice, Examination of Habermas Critique and Search for
Answers based on the Role of General Facts. Hekmat va Falsafe, 67 (16), 87 -112.

Original Research

Received: 17/01/2021

Accepted: 06/11/2021

3238

ISSN: 1735

elSSN:2476-6038


http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5407-3369
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0201-1080
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5210-6531

. _‘)U

VFAR/N /YA sl s

.“JL.;

&

e

\Feo /o AS/ND

ISSN:\VFA-YYFA

-£+ YA

VYAV (g }.:i.t% AV OJLQ..:O Ak 0,92

wph.atu.ac.ir
DOI: 10.22054/wph.2021.58328.1942

9 o pld BEHI owyy 9y Ol Clie U I (G pvds g
& OlaBly 53 Sl 9 Fwb Se 9w

Ulﬁl;dl/.e)"d‘)@}eliﬁubu\ib)ﬁa;%.béjfé *Ov\}}})éw)ﬁ
O Ol Olgs o ils caids Lt 5 fmﬂﬁ}.\,,m

Ol Olg5 Olgs okl cannds sl Olluas ppm

0 S

ST o gudid ¢ ole ol .l 2y 05 gl 2ld )3 DL 35 o 55 s 51 (S ) s & s
Sl gme 4 5 ol a5 15 ek T e 485 ol a5 34 ) 0y oS el skl polae
ol ol it gy e &5 85 1L b lie ol i e BB 55 Slae s pla o
ol gl 6015 galy Ol o oy 53 1y ol sl Uil 487 ey o 5 a0t o 515 S5 3050
e AL el ) LS p g s ol o amaler S (o sas JE0) (g5 45T 53 15 4 5 (sl
Gl 2y o Ly OT 5 Ll o oy 5 &bl S amas 6,5 15 0T Lolapla Lol s ls (6 i SKisben g,
5 JseiT0lr ax g Sl ler 21> e oy BB 50 (ST Tl psghs 5 S a0 Lo

Wl ST 15 35 e ole plo o8 s tns 1)1 31, & 3 ST S 8

Jj& ‘LfLS 6Lsﬁ_'C,\::.;l_5 ¢4.;>}5 wdlas ;..U.}a.‘ ‘u"’L‘fL“ Qf)ﬁ 4)}) ul_> :LM}L,J._:JS

foroozande@gmail.Com :J suwe s 4 3


http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5407-3369
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0201-1080
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5210-6531

A‘\l (J\)\i@)o.\}})}

FPRVP)
Olglp Sl 5 b s LS 53 VAVl s Ty, Ol 'llae & L Las!
St e OLL b &S Cslsly 1y oy a5 Shsliml ¢Sl 55 6 ke Ol
Cfg—@\fj q#al}lt\ébjc,éj): L;JMQYLE.A)JQJ oS 95 (Y02 Y)
Kos sl pasen &85 bl o g (DIt ol 51 (ST g1 0T SOl
Pl 0 e T ale s

= Fas 0 AT e p 25 4l a5 e Sl oy S Sl pde e ple
5345 8 i 53 Sy BN el IS 537 18 (65 g, —1,8 505,13 oSS Ol e
cruc,g,,au.,ﬁidpwb;g,,alé,,yéuu;;ﬁjgu@sgu
ar s Sl piY pealie 5 Gla S o B ) ccd gl e Sl e S
J;V.:A‘? PSR 4)5_9) Lgud‘}l..u.wl ngbu)bu»..psdu.n O{.\)J RS cJ;rjfw
S sl UT sls 5L 515 Sl S 6l sbe opr & sy i LT o
35 bl oSS 0 Kol Sl (o Jine b 1S €05 3157 sla b A
S Grr 03 Hao e s Slon odsl ol 55 S (o0 ke ol pla sliS) 4 el
g ol Sa i ol dmale 6 (gl Lais m tCls Al Vab) Saa

1. A Theory of Justice
2. Rawls, J.
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