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Abstract

This paper is going to draw a comparison between pagan and Christian
apologies for holy images. To this end, after giving a general history of the
issue, the most important criticisms made of the images and veneration of
them will be briefly considered. The next step is a detailed comparison
between the two groups of apologies. These apologies are mostly concentrated
on demonstrating the necessity of images, their functions, and their
compatibility with the spiritual core of religion. The comparison will show
that the Christian apologies are analogical in their basic aspects to the pagan
apologies. In other words, the apologies that some Christian theologians made
for images in response to the other Christians and Jews, was in a way the
reproduction of apologies that pagan philosophers made in response to early
Christians. A subsidiary result of this analogy is the transformation and
restriction of the meaning of idolatry. Idolatry's definition in this transition
becomes more and more restricted to the object of worship and no longer
heeds to the rituals and appearances.
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