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Social issues that directly or indirectly play a role in the formation of literary structure
can be examined in three dimensions: economic, political, and cultural. All three, in
relation to each other, determine the total social structure of people in a certain political
area and boundary. For example, unstable economic conditions, including poverty,
unemployment, hunger, and their consequences, lead to the formation of helpless,
hopeless, and defeated social personalities. Political and social changes can also develop
combative and right-secking individuals, while ighorance and stagnation can dull the
personality of individuals. Objectives such as life orientations and the entire intellectual
range of a person are formed in the society in which he lives. In fact, society shapes a
person’s personality. Moral principles are shaped under the shadow of moral values
such as altruism, knowledge, and religiosity.

“Literature is an inseparable part of the cultural complex. It is not possible to
separate literature from culture and directly link it to economic, social, and other
factors. These factors affect culture as a whole. Literary life is an inseparable part of
cultural life” (Bakhtin, 1934).

The inseparable connection between art and literature and society has caused
writers and poets to use elements such as simile, metaphor, symbol, and poetic
emotion to visually narrate social situations and to display social events and
happenings in their works like a mirror.

The poetry of poets during the Awakening period is a realistic reflection of social
conditions. As every new and emerging phenomenon is accompanied by feedback
until it is internalized in the core and context of society, the poetry of poets during
the Constitutional period and after it has a more critical aspect. The poet expresses
social changes in the field of his art and at the same time expresses concerns and
reflects the challenges of society.

In the 19th century, critics such as Madame de Staél and philosophers such as
Hegel and Marx analyzed the relationship between society and literature. Marxist
criticism has a long history. Marx believed that all mental (ideological) systems are
the product of real social and economic developments. The material interests of the
ruling social class determine how people, individually or collectively, view human
nature.

Marx believed that what we call culture is not an independent reality, but rather it
originates from the historical conditions in which humans create their material lives.
Therefore, literature both arises from culture and shapes culture. “The literary realm
of each society originates from its culture and social structure, and this is why the
sociological explanation of literary works must be based on the culture and value
standards of that society” (Sotoudeh, 1999).

Societies, from the simplest to the most complex, are constantly dynamic and
evolving, and in this evolutionary process they produce special thoughts. For this
reason, literary works in different cultural and social areas have different
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characteristics. They have never been and are not the same, and this issue reflects the
dynamic nature of human societies. Sociology of literature studies the relationship
between social, political, and economic developments and the intellectual structures
of the writer or poet. The poet or writer is a complete mirror of his or her social
situation. On the other hand, “the creation of a work with the continuity of
memories, due to the association of meanings and the excitement that is created in
the mind, transforms the readet’s inner world into an active and vibrant world”
(Islami Nadushan, 1991).

Literature Review

Among the studies that have analyzed literary works with a utopian approach, the
following can be mentioned:

“Ideal Society in Contemporary Literature Based on the Poetry of Parvin
Etesami, Nima Youshij, Akhavan Sales, Forough Farrokhzad, Sohrab Sepchri,
Ahmad Shamloo, and Fereydoun Moshiri” (2015) is a thesis by Humaira Konani
under the guidance of Dr. Hojjatollah G. Moniri, which examines the characteristics
of an ideal society in the works of selected contemporary poets.

“A Study of the Concept of Utopia from the Perspective of Akhavan Sales”
(2014) by Yousef Ali Abbasabad and Sedighe Soleimani. This article seeks to answer
the question of how the elements of utopia are used in Akhavan Sales’ poetry in his
thought and poetry, and to what bases the scope of utopia concepts is limited.

“In Search of Nowhere to Go (A Comparative Study of Utopia in the Poetry of
Gibran Khalil Gibran and Sohrab Sepehri)” (2012) by Farooq Nemati. In this article,
based on the American school of comparative literature, the two poets’ views on the
category of utopia and its characteristics are examined.

The article “Analysis of the Structure of the Ideal Society in the Poetry of Sohrab
Sepehri and Gibran Khalil Gibran (With a Look at the Utopia of Farabi and Thomas
More)” (2013) by Sedighe Alipour and Hamid Reza Kharazmi.

The article “The Place of Poetry and Poets in the Utopia of Mehdi Akhavan Sales
and Ahmad Shamloo” (2013) by Hassan Soltani Kohbani and Zahra Zamani, which
is very holistic and less concerned with the study of utopian components
corresponding to the structure of the ideal society separately and with social analysis,
which is the main issue of this research.

“Components of Utopian Society in Shamloo’s Poetry: A Comparative Look at
Some of the Views of Farabi and Thomas More” (2019) by Sedighe Alipour and
Mahboobeh Rahi Zadeh. In examining Shamloo’s ideal society, this article compares
Farabi and Thomas More in terms of the utopian component in Shamloo’s poetry
and concludes that the structure of Shamloo’s ideal society consists of citizens who
put rationality at the forefront of their affairs in managing social affairs and who
value freedom and altruism, and in which ownership and distribution of wealth have
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a public and universal aspect, and society is a healthy platform for realizing justice
and freedom.

“A Picture of an Ideal Society in the Literature of Gibran Khalil Gibran and Nima
Youshij”, (2015) written by Sakineh Saremi-Garoi and Abbas Talebzadeh Shushtari.
The authors of the article have aimed to make a comparison in the field of an ideal
society between the views of Gibran Khalil Gibran and Nima Youshij and to reflect
on the issues that an ideal society needs.

“The Virtuous City(Utopia) in Contemporary Poetry” (2001) Mahmoud Nejati-
Rad’s thesis under the guidance of Dr. Jafar Hamidi, which is a discussion of poets
who were active between the two revolutions (the Constitutional Revolution and the
Islamic Revolution) and have left behind poems about the components of an ideal
society.

Methodology

The present study is a theoretical study conducted using the “descriptive-analytical”
research method, and the data collection method is documentary (library).

Conclusion

The present study seeks to determine what and how the “components of an ideal
society in contemporary Iranian poetry” are, by conducting a case study and selecting
two prominent figures (classical and modernist), namely Malek o-Sho'ara Bahar and
Ahmad Shamloo, and has reached the following results: Malek o-Sho'ara Bahar, as a
distinguished and moderate representative of the constitutional literature movement,
considers a humane and ideal society—in the territory of his birthplace, Iran—as a
society that, while preserving ancient traditions and rituals and reviving the glory and
greatness of the past, also accepts the modern mechanisms of today.
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