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Abstract

The need to change the economic system to ensure that it does not
exceed environmental constraints creates a great deal of effort to
address sustainability issues. In this regard, the circular economy model
is expanding at the political, commercial, and academic levels. The
primary purpose of this study is to identify and analyze previous studies
in circular economics and its relationship with the tourism industry. In
this regard, 152 articles were identified from the authoritative Google
Scholar database. After applying various filters, 14 articles most
relevant to the phenomenon regarding title, abstract, methodology, and
main text were selected and analyzed using a hybrid approach. Sixty-
two open source codes and, at the higher level, seven core codes were
counted. The extracted classes were presented in three stages: pre-
circulation (empowerment and value creation), during circulation
(technology and biocentrism), and post-circulation (axial recycling and
continuity).

* Corresponding Author: alimotevali306@gmail.com

How to Cite: Motevali, A., Mobini Dehkordi, A., & Sadeghi, H. (2022). Meta-
Synthesizing the Relationship Between the Circular Economy and Entrepreneurial
Ecotourism. Tourism Management Studies, 17(60), 145 - 175. doi:
10.22054/tms.2023.68378.2728

PRESS

Original Research

Received:28/6/2022 Review: 8/1/2023 Accepted:202/2/2023

elSSN:2476-597X

ISSN: 2322-3294



VEY Ol | $ 0yl | VW Jlu | o K3 8 o e lWllas | V8

Introduction

Despite being classified as a service sector that produces intangible
services, tourism relies on vast amounts and flows of inexhaustible
natural resources and largely reflects a linear production model
(Manniche, Topsoe Larsen, & Brandt Broegaard, 2021). Economic
activity is still based on a linear model of production and consumption:
extraction/production and consumption/disposal, which depletes
natural resources and produces waste. The current linear economy does
not optimize materials and does not help recycle, reuse, or recycle them.
Hence, the circular economy (CE) concept has attracted increasing
attention among policymakers and stakeholders worldwide. However,
the CE literature has been developed mainly for the manufacturing
sector, with only a limited number of resources devoted to the tourism
sector. While in tourism, massive consumption of energy and water,
food waste, congestion problems, and CO2 emissions occur
(Rodriguez, Florido, & Jacob, 2020). There is a growing focus on CE
rotational economics to address sustainability challenges. CE is
emerging as a transformational model with economic, environmental,
and social benefits (Clube & Tennant, 2020). This type of economy is
rising in academia, industry, and policymaking as an alternative model
that reduces resource consumption, minimizing greenhouse gas
emissions. Business models are essential for implementing this concept
at the organizational level (Geissdoerfera, Pieronib, Pigossob, &
Soufania, 2020). There are very few documented initiatives on CE in
the tourism industry. Therefore, this area has not been explored yet and
will inevitably deserve much more attention in the coming years. CE is
a relatively new paradigm whose application contributes to a more
sustainable tourism industry. The tourism industry will play an essential
role in economic transformation due to its multiplier effect on the whole
economy and its capacity to encourage cyclical flows among suppliers
and customers.

Materials and Methods

This qualitative research will be done using meta-combination. A meta-
combination is a qualitative study that examines information and
findings extracted from other qualitative studies related to a related
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topic. As a result, the sample for meta-composition consists of selected
qualitative studies based on their relationship with the research question
(Walsh & Down, 2005). It is worth noting that hypertext is not an
integrated review of the qualitative literature. Also, the secondary and
primary data analysis is not from selected studies but rather the analysis
of the findings of these studies. In other words, meta-combination is the
combination of interpretations of the primary data interpretations of the
selected studies. The meta-combination focuses on qualitative studies
that do not necessarily cover a broad theoretical basis and, instead of
providing a comprehensive summary of the findings, creates an
interpretive combination of the findings (Zimmer, 2006).

Discussion and Results

Extraction categories were presented in three stages: pre-rotation
(empowerment and value creation), in-circulation (technology and
biocentrism), and post-rotation (axial recycling and continuity).

Conclusions

The primary purpose of this study was to identify and analyze previous
studies in the field of rotational economics and its relationship with the
tourism industry. In this regard, 45 articles from the authoritative
Google Scholar database were identified. After applying various filters,
14 articles most related to ecotourism and rotational economics in terms
of title, abstract, methodology, and main text were selected and
analyzed using a hybrid approach. Extraction categories were presented
in three stages: pre-rotation (empowerment and value creation), in-
circulation (technology and biocentrism), and post-rotation (axial
recycling and continuity). According to the research findings,
developing the tourism industry with a rotating economy approach is
considered one of the main characteristics of sustainable growth and
development of regions. The industry's evolution towards a rotating
economy to minimize its environmental footprint is of great importance
to all of us. Rotational tourism emphasizes the reuse of goods and the
high importance of waste recycling and considers the use of second-
hand rental goods and facilities as a value. In this type of tourism, unlike
linear tourism, the tour process does not end with the completion of the
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tour but enters the post-tour stage, the application of which is as
important as the tour stage.

Compared with previous research, the present study has been
innovative in both practical and theoretical aspects. It is innovative in
terms of research because it is one of the first studies in Iran to address
the issue of the entrepreneurial ecosystem in the tourism industry with
an emphasis on the rotational economy. Secondly, concerning the
conditions of tourism and its advantages, it looks at this area from an
ecosystem perspective. In addition, the research findings can be used
by policymakers concerned with improving competitiveness and
creating a conducive environment for entrepreneurial businesses in the
study environment. The novelty of this research is that these
components provide a better and new insight into the field of study to
the relevant policymakers.

Keywords: Circular Economy, Tourism Ecosystem, Ecotourism,
Entrepreneurship, Meta-Synthesis.
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