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Abstract

Today, with the pervasive influence of media, celebrities have acquired a
significant position in popular culture. They serve as emergent referents in
modern society, possessing the capacity to form devoted and enthusiastic fan
communities. The study of fandom is important as it plays a foundational
role in shaping the individual and collective identities of fans. The present
research focuses on adolescents and the phenomenon of subculture fandom,
seeking to explore the ways in which Iranian teenagers identify themselves
through their fandom of Amir Tataloo. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted with a sample of 16 teenagers who manage Tataloo fan pages on
Instagram; and a thematic analysis ran over the data using MAXQDA
software. The findings suggest that Tataloo fans abide by group norms such
as supporting Tataloo and not denying Tatality identity, individualism,
respecting diverse tastes, purposeful living, optimism toward the future, and
ultimately, following Tataloo's lifestyle. Thus, Tatalities can be considered
as members of a digital subculture that differentiates themselves from others
through the aforesaid identity components. Moreover, regarding the second
research question, the forms of involvement of Tatalities with tataloo were
examined by the study to shed light on the levels of engagement and
relationship of the fans with their celebrities.
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1. Introduction

Theorists such as McLuhan, Harvey, Giddens, Bell, Castells, etc. have
addressed the current era by various names -more or less imply the same
thing which is the expansion of communication and the reduction of
geographical limitations. Rapid social changes, including the spread of the
Internet and social networks, have changed interpersonal communication and
group affiliations to a different type of its traditional forms. Through the
Internet, people can communicate with all corners of the world, share ideas
about a particular topic, and form online or digital communities with whom
they have never met in person.

In the digital space, contrary to the perception of mass media audiences
in previous decades, people are not just passive consumers of content. They
actively participate in creating a common language, norms, and even a
common identity.

The participation of young people in fan activities for a celebrity, which
sometimes manifests itself through more unstable and flexible groups such
as online groups, scenes or neo-tribes, rather than participation in digital
subcultures that are more stable, is one of the methods of identification.
Therefore, celebrities not only play an entertaining role, but can also act as
role models and influence the way young people dress, speak, value, believe
and even their political opinions.

One of the celebrities of Iranian popular music and consumer culture is
Amirhossein Magsoodlou known as "Tataloo". Amirtataloo, or "Sultan™ as
his Tatalities (his fans) call him, plays the role of an intellectual leader and a
charismatic personality for his fans. In general, research about Tataloo is
necessary on four levels: a) the prevalence of Tataloo songs among Persian
music listeners, b) musical content, ¢) media representation of an
unconventional personality, d) widespread teenage fans.

In this way, considering the influence and authority that celebrities have
in identification process of teenagers and young people in today's mediatized
world and Tataloo's great influence among his fans, especially teenagers, the
main issue of the present article is the methods of teenagers’ identification
through Amir Tataloo's fandom. Therefore, the most important subcultural
norms according to which fans define their social identity are discussed.

Research Question(s)
1- What are the norms of the digital subculture of Tataloo fans?
2- What levels of involvement do teenage fans of Tataloo experience
with their favorite celebrity?
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2. Literature Review

Celebrities today are more than just famous people; According to theorist
Chris Rojek (2001), celebrities are "known for their well-knowingness,"”
implying that their fame often overshadows the actual achievements that
might have propelled them to the public eye in the first place. They're also
symbols that matter a lot to society; celebrities influence how we think about
ourselves and our world. According to Hartley, identity is of utmost
importance nowadays, and celebrities can sometimes be even more
influential than traditional leaders in the process of identification
(Hartley,2002: 26).

With the expansion of the Internet and social networks, fan culture has
changed a lot since the reigning era of mass media. Being a fan isn't just
about liking someone anymore, it's become a group activity in some of its
forms. Fans form communities online and sometimes in real life, talking
about the celebrities they support and even taking collective and group
action like writing stories or making art.

According to Ross Haenfler, fan culture and subculture have a lot in
common, so many fan groups can be considered a subculture (Haenfler,
2014: 22). Lothian (2013) also theorizes this issue using the concept of fan
subculture.

The participation in these subcultures, often facilitated today by digital
platforms, allows for a unique form of identification. Young people, in their
identity formative years, find idolizing celebrities and the subcultures
providing them with a space for self-expression and a tool for negotiating
their social and individual identities. This becomes especially important in
the digital age, where boundaries between the public and private self are
increasingly blurred, and identity is continuously shaped and reshaped in the
virtual world.

3. Methodology

In the study, we opted for a qualitative approach to delve deeper into the
experiences and perceptions of teenagers. Using the snowball sampling
method, we conducted semi-structured interviews with 16 participants aged
12 to 19 years. This design allowed us to capture rich, nuanced information
in their own words. To analyze the data, we employed thematic analysis, a
method particularly well-suited for identifying, analyzing, and interpreting
patterns or themes within qualitative data. Thematic analysis offers the
flexibility to provide a detailed and complex account of the data while
helping us focus on particular aspects of the research question. Utilizing
MAXQDA software facilitated the process of data categorization, making it
easier to pinpoint recurring them and draw meaningful conclusions. Through



Summer 2022| No.97 | Vol. 29 | Quarterly Journal of Social sciences| 208

this approach, we were able to offer insightful perspectives on the topic at
hand based on the lived experiences of teenagers.

4. Conclusion
Certainly, what is exclusive to the modern era is "celebrity" and
"professionalism." Celebrities occupy the top echelons of social hierarchy.
They are famous, admired, proudly live their lives while being affluent, all
without reproach. Moreover, celebrities, in addition to their wealth, enjoy
popularity. What introduces ambiguity and complexity in the realm of
hierarchical and social relationships is that people forget that all of this is
merely a spectacle. When music and art become a spectacle, they cannot
claim superiority in cultural values. The concept of spectacle describes a
media-saturated and consumer-oriented society organized around the
production and consumption of images, commaodities, and organized events.
In the words of Douglas Kellner, "The spectacle society extends its
tools primarily through mechanisms of consumption, leisure, and
entertainment; tools that operate under the dominion of a media-driven
culture based on markets and advertising. This structural shift towards the
society of spectacle encompasses the commodification and marketing of
previously untouched aspects of social life, expanding control and
surveillance into the realms of entertainment, love, and everyday existence.
Kellner points out that since the emergence of the theory of the spectacle by
Debord, the culture of spectacle has proliferated across all facets of life,
encompassing celebrity and fame, entertainment, sports, fashion and beauty,
music, and sensationalism as domains of representation within media images
and illusions.
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