Semiannual Journal Of Indigenous Knowledge Iran

Volume 10, Issue 19, Spring & Summer 2023, 175-212 () ATU
gjik.atu.ac.ir
DOI: doi.org/10.22054/gjik.2023.73878.1369 DMd| | PRESS

Hallmarks of Etemad Carpets:

An Analysis Based on Qazvin Museum’s Collection

Associate Professor, Department of Carpet,

Samaneh Kakavand * Faculty of Applied Arts, University of Art,
Tehran, Iran.

Introduction

Etemad Carpet was one of the early-21* century carpet brands, but for various
reasons, such as the destruction of the factory, the small number of available
samples, and the lack of relevant research, it is not as well-recognized as it was in
the past. Now, local and foreign collectors hold only several Etemad carpets while
some local samples lack inscription and cannot be attributed to Etemad with
certainly. The shortage of visual and written resources has led to fewer studies and
made work difficult. Research on various aspects of forgotten artwork can be a step
toward reviving these samples. Qazvin carpet is not as well recognized as the current
major hubs of carpet weaving, such as Tabriz, Kashan, and Esfahan. However, the
Etemad carpet factory was among the major producers in the early years of the
previous century. Etemad Carpet was registered in the national heritage list of Iran
with additional actions taken in recent years, but there has been no comprehensive
study.

Literature Review

There is a shortage of resources on Etemad carpets. Even widening the scope to
include Qazvin carpets leads to few books with brief mentions of its history. In the
book entitled “Travelogue of Haji Mohandes,” Hosouri (2015) discussed Qazvin in
several pages and mentioned the Etemad carpet factory. In the book entitled
“Archaeological Research in Iran’s Weaving Cradle,” Qassemnejad (2012) mentions
the discovery of Sarduk from Ebrahim Abad Hill (5600-4900 B.C.) and Buria Hill
of the Qazvin cemetery (second half of the 5™ millennium B.C.), proving the history
of weaving in Qazvin. In a project entitled “Identifying, Discovering the Origins,
and Reviving the Carpet Designs of Qazvin Province,” Shadlou et al. (2011)
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identified and examined the designs, motifs, and colors of Qazvin carpets based on
the geographic origins of weaving. They also separately examined the urban, rural,
and nomadic carpets of Qazvin province. These researchers investigated Etemad’s
history, motifs, and designs as a part of Qazvin’s urban carpets. In the book entitled
“History of Carpets (Evolution of Carpet Weaving in Iran),” HeshmatiRazavi (2010)
wrote three lines on the history of carpets in this city during the reign of Safavid
king Abbas the Great. In the article entitled “Research on the History of Qazvin
Carpets, Causes of Decline, and Strategies for Revival)”, Javaheri (2009) provided a
brief description of the history of carpet weaving in Qazvin, investigated the causes
of its decline, and presented a brief history of Etemad Carpet. In the article entitled
“Qazvin Carpet,” Sadeghi (2006) discussed the continuation of a 1200-year-old
tradition in Qazvin carpet weaving and the use of a loom called “Darkool,” which
links Qazvin carpet weaving to the beginning of the Neolithic period. However,
there is a brief mention of Etemad carpet and its design as a branch of the Herat
style. In a study entitled “History of Handwoven Carpets in Qazvin Province,”
Mohammad Siyaha (2005) presented a comprehensive discussion of Etemad Carpet.
This study is valuable since part of the result is the outcome of interviews with
remains from the Etemad factory. In the book entitled “Qazvin in the History of
Art,” Asefzadeh (1995) discussed various arts in the city of Qazvin and dedicated a
part of this book to carpets while also writing about Etemad and Salamat factories.
Although this book is not dedicated to carpets, it has provided valuable information
on the history of carpet weaving in this city. In the book entitled “A Survey of the
History of Carpet Weaving in Iran,” Nasiri (1995) considers the Safavid dynasty to
mark the beginning of carpet weaving in Qazvin. Qazvin carpets are also seen to be
influenced by Naeen carpets without mentioning the reason and background for this
influence and the innovative aspects of Qazvin carpets. Therefore, this study has
major differences with the aforementioned studies and specifically focuses on the
movable heritage of Etemad carpets kept in the museum of the city of Qazvin.

Methodology

This descriptive-analytical study is an effort to examine the visual features of
Etemad carpets. The books on the sociocultural history of Qazvin were indexed to
provide illustrated documents, including photos and a preliminary information map,
for a developmental study. The research samples were purposefully selected only
from the remaining designs of the Etemad carpet factory in the repository of the
museum of Qazvin. The dependent variables include the design and visual
characteristics of the movable heritage of Etemad factory.

Results
The results showed that diversity in design, color, and motifs were the main
characteristics of Etemad carpets. They also feature innovate motif designs
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including various flowers, leaves, and patterns, the avoidance of filling empty
spaces, and the motif’s dominance of the background. The multiplicity and variety
of round and Shah Abbasid flowers, blossoms, and arabesque traceries and the
organization of the carpet suggests variety in Etemad carpets. Climate has an
undeniable effect on the formation of motifs. As two important products from
Qazvin’s traditional gardens, grapes and pistachios have been the inspiration for the
vine leaves and clustered pistachio flowers. In the samples remaining in museums
and other observed cases, stars are more frequent than arabesque traceries. Etemad
carpets employ a wide spectrum of colors, as a color test example from Etemad
Carpet indicates that over 21 colors were being used in the products of Etemad
factory.

Keywords: Etemad Carpet Company, Etemad Carpet Designs, Handwoven Carpets,
Qazvin Museum
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