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1. Introduction

MoayyerOlMamalek built a five-story mansion inspired by postcards of European
buildings for Naseraddin Shah and named it Shams-ol-Emareh. He invited masters
in the fields of painting, sculpture, plastering, mirror work, tile making and
carpentry to make decorations that fit this structure.The execution plan of all these
decorations required enough capital and time and a group of artists who could help
him in decorating the building.

Oil painting on doors and windows, wooden and plaster ceilings, stone columns,
plinths and walls, small and large glass or mirror medals, linen and leather canvases
were also executed as panels, but painting on glazed tiles were a new invention that
had not been implemented until then.

2. Literature Review:

Tiles with oil paint decorations in the rooms of the Shams-Ol-Emareh building have
attracted the attention of few researchers, but there are two specialized studies on
this topic which are related to two master's theses. Chamani, while analyzing the
colored materials of these paintings, confirms points to the presence of oil on the
plinth tiles, which will not last long due to drying and separation of the adhesive
from the tile substrate, and mentions that under the atmospheric conditions of
Golestan Palace, this destruction will continue over time (Chamani, 2013: abstract).
In the next thesis, HosseinAbadi examined the metal elements in these tiles, the
result of which is the absence of gold in the reliefs among the oil-painted tiles, and
the golden polish seen in the works was related to the brass alloy. In this study, it
seems that the use of materials that did not cost much for the customer was desired,
and by using brass alloy, a more favorable and stable color was created for the relief
motifs between the tiles (HosseinAbadi, 2014: Conclusion).

Corresponding Author: m.kian@richt.ir
How to Cite: Kian Asl, M.(2023). Oil painting tiles with motifs In the building of Shams-Ol-
Emareh, Semiannual Journal of Indigenous Knowledge Iran,10(19), 251-279.

Original Reserch

ISSN: 2345-6019 Received: 16/8/2023  Review: 25/9/2023  Accepted: 24/10/2023

eISSN: 2538-2543



Semiannual Journal Of Indigenous Knowledge ... | Vol.10] No. 19| Spring 2023 | 252

3. Methodology:

The method of this research is descriptive, analytical and comparative. It aims to
identify and register a list of arts related to architectural decorations. With a critical
approach, the researcher has investigated the patterns and the way of execution in
these tiles.

The images of these tiles were compared with classical European paintings. In terms
of the composition of landscapes, the most similar to the work of "Claude Lorraine",
the French landscape painter, who published a collection of his paintings.One of
these motifs was funnel-shaped baskets with flowers and fruits inside.

4. Methodology:

It is a mythological and ancient Greek symbol, with the theme of abundance and
prosperity, which is often in the form of a large horn filled with fruits and
vegetables, flowers and plants, dried fruits and other foods, which follows the
"Frangi-sazi" Movement in Iran again in art and architecture. In the Qajar period,
almost any solid substrate is capable of performing oil painting, but some objects
have a porous texture, increasing the durability of the painting on them. To create a
bond between the adhesive and the tile, it is necessary that the surfaces of the two
materials come into physical contact.

This physical connection between the oil paint and the tile glaze did not occur
despite the presence of the adhesive agent. Any decoration that is applied on the
smooth and slippery surface of the tile loose colored materials and then turn into
powder over time, in humid air and friction with people and objects. This gradual
loss of colors shows the lack of correct choice of oil painting method to decorate the
plinth tiles of Shams-Ol-Emareh rooms.

5. Conclusion:

It looks like that the oil paintings on a tileswere executed by the students of the royal
painting studio and with the cooperation of plaster painters who were facing work
stagnation. Due to the great similarity between the plaster motifs such as flower and
bate bands, the shape of the baskets, the framing and the borders of the European
style plaster, it increases the possibility of the cooperation of the plaster painters.
Imitation in the form of mural painting from European paintings on plaster surfaces
was popular among the group of artists.

Most likely, some of the painters of these tiles were plaster painters who imitated
European paintings and popularized them in the murals. The examples of these
funnel-shaped baskets, which symbolize the horn of blessing and abundance are
evident in the plastering of other buildings of the Qajar period, which are influenced
by the European style.

The use of brass alloy powder to create a golden polish on the plaster of the tile
seam is another reason for tendency to reduce the cost in the decoration of Shams
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Ol-Emareh. Of course, the reason for the uniqueness of the oil paint method on
Shams Ol-Emareh tiles is the lack of popularity of this method in other buildings.
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