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Abstract

In previous times, poetry was characterized as having a melodious,
rhyming, and imaginative language. However, in the current era, we
can consider more specific attributes when defining poetry. Shafi'i
Kadkani views poetry as the amalgamation of emotion and imagination,
expressed via melodious language, based on the five components of
emotion, music, language, imagination, and shape. In our present study,
we employ this definition as a metric for evaluating the poetic qualities
of literary works. Specifically, we aim to ascertain the author's level of
achievement by analyzing the elements of emotion, language, music,
imagination, and form in the Gems Debate, a piece characterized by its
technical, occasionally contrived, and challenging prose. Let us analyze
the process of bridging the gap between scientific writing and poetry,
thus enhancing its literary qualities.
This treatise uses gemology to create a piece of literature. Gemology is
a branch of scientific study that focuses on the properties, advantages
and disadvantages, care methods, and value of stones found in
gemstones. The conventional approach to composing Goharnamehs
(Gem Books), similar to other scholarly publications, involved the
utilization of technical terminology. The anonymous author of The
Gem Debate employs a norm-breaking and imaginative literary style.
They discuss the names and characteristics of various gems, introducing
this new topic into the realm of literature. The author also utilizes the
debate form and narrative tone, establishing a deep semantic
connection. Additionally, they employ a rich array of unique and
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occasionally challenging descriptions. An author who prefers poetry
and literature urges the audience to view this piece as a literary work
rather than a scientific one.

Keywords: Elements of Poetry, The Gems Debate, Safavid Period,
Technical Writing.

Introduction

Given the complexity of scientific publications, scholars have
consistently employed plain language to convey their ideas. Since its
inception, Persian scientific literature has consistently upheld the
principles of linguistic simplicity and autonomy in scientific
terminology. Even during periods of deterioration in Persian prose, the
scientific language has managed to retain its simplicity and coherence.
In literary interpretation, the poet or writer blends truth with illusion
and imagination, carefully selecting words that reflect this
transformation. The Safavid era limited technical writing to the
introduction of scientific texts.

Gemological texts were frequently composed in uncomplicated and
smooth prose. The sole piece of literature composed in technical
language is a work titled "Gems Debate,” which forms part of a
collection identified by record number 492597 and retrieval number
Timsar Majid Firouz, also known as Naser al-Doleh, generously
donated this work to the Islamic Council Library. This compilation
comprises four treatises whose writing dates are unknown. The
treatise's authorship date falls on the 20th of Shahr al-Ramazan, 1065
AH, specifically on page 84 of the collection. The loss of the opening
and end pages of the copy obscures the title of the treatise. However,
Agha Bozor's manuscript and the Majlis Library's manuscript section
both record it as "Gems Debate." The book’s substance unequivocally
indicates that the author was an Iranian writer residing in India who
adhered to Shia Islam, had mystical knowledge, and was well-versed in
Hindu language and culture.
The author's frequent use of imperfect verbs, the inclusion of Indian
equivalents for certain words, and the advocacy for "total peace" in the
text suggest that the work predates the 11th century. The composition
of the work could have occurred around 1065 A.H. or during Akbar
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Shah's reign (964-1014 AH) in India.
The author of Gem Debate crafted a narrative that evokes the refined
and graceful style of technical prose from the sixth and seventh
centuries, in contrast to the typical Safavid era, which commonly
employed technical prose in decrees, constructions, and book prefaces.
Researchers currently view his writing style as an extension of the
decadent writing style of the Timurid era (Bahar, 1373, Vol. 3: 255).
They also perceive his literary works to exhibit a "slackness of words"
and a "relative stupidity of thought." The given text represents a date
range  from Safa in 1373 to 35 in 1442.
This article aims to assess the poetic quality of the given treatise, which
is the sole literary work featuring technical language in the field of
gemology.

Literature Review

According to Khwaja Nasir, the purpose of logical opinion is to focus
on the imagination, whereas the discussion of weight is based on logical
necessity. Thus, logical convention characterizes poetry as a fictitious
term, whereas the tradition of the latter attributes its character to
rhythmic words that possess rhyme. He holds the belief that
imagination is the primary constituent of poetry, encompassing both
traditional and contemporary interpretations. (Shafi'i Kadkani, 1366:3)
Furthermore, he strongly asserts that poetry is an intricate fusion of
intense emotions and vivid imagination expressed through a
harmonious and lyrical language. In the year 1365, it was recorded as
having a population of 15 individuals. In "Poetry Music,” the author
later discusses poetry as a linguistic phenomenon. (ibid., 2019: 3)
Thus far, there has been a lack of focus on analyzing the presence of
poetry within prose writings using the mentioned elements. Hence,
tackling this matter can pave the path for such an investigation while
unveiling the intricacies of the gem controversy. In this study, we shall
use the term "debate” to refer to what is commonly known as the "gem
debate”.
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Research Methodology

Literary writers sometimes refer to the incorporation of saj’, literary
techniques, weight, music, and fictional pictures in prose as constituent
aspects of poetry that give rise to "prose poetry". The research has
adopted Professor Shafiei Kadkani's technique of identifying poetry and
its structure as a theoretical framework. We have analyzed the Gems
Debate within the framework's boundaries, which encompass emotion,
language, music, imagination, and form.

Conclusion

Gemology is a scientific field that examines the distinct qualities of
gemstones, including variations in shape and color. These distinctions
give rise to many sorts of gems, each with its own unique name. For
instance, the shape, structure, and color of pearls lead to their
classification into over thirty distinct categories. The author's use of
diversity, defamiliarization, and norm avoidance in generating a literary
argument rather than a scientific study has resulted in the creation of a
captivating and distinctive technical prose treatise. If the reader
possesses knowledge of the stones and their names, they will definitely
be astonished by the exquisite beauty that has been crafted via the
utilization of Crimean stones' names and features, particularly through
the incorporation of literary arrays, including allusions and references.
People widely recognize the Gems Debate for its use of powerful
imagery, particularly the frequent use of similes (51%) and irony
(37%). The author employs dynamic, concise language, characterized
by the use of artistic words (80%). Additionally, the author skillfully
incorporates various literary devices, such as puns, repetitions, and
allusions, enhancing the poetic elements within the prose.
The work is very lyrical due to the overall framework of the discussion
and the narrative form, the transition from the personal self to the
societal and human self, and the use of vivid imagery in a dynamic
language with concise and powerful words, as well as a strong internal
and spiritual musicality.
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