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Abstract

The Holy Quran, as the foundation and source of all scientific and cultural
endeavors of Muslims throughout history, has always been of paramount
importance. Extensive efforts have been made to understand and interpret
this heavenly book. Muslim interpreters from earlier centuries to the present
have consistently sought to comprehend the meanings of divine verses,
revealing the intention and purpose of the Almighty, without necessarily
equating their interpretive insights with the absolute meaning of the verses.
In contrast, modern hermeneutical theories, both philosophical hermeneutics
and structuralist/deconstructive approaches, have attributed considerable
credibility to the role of the reader as the audience and receiver of the text,
diminishing the significance of the author's intention and the absolute
meaning of the verses (cf. Nietzsche, 2008: throughout the book). Some
scholars, acknowledging the importance of the divine intention in the
tradition of Quranic interpretation and dismissing the author's position in
modern hermeneutics, have raised the issue of a widespread confrontation
between contemporary interpretive theories and the prevailing view among
Muslim interpreters (Vaezi, 2014, p. 54). This article precisely articulates
this distinction, asserting that a detailed examination of perspectives and
elucidation of the theoretical components of the studied theories do not
necessarily reveal a broad confrontation between them.
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1- Introduction and Statement of the Problem
The commentators of the Holy Quran have always sought to discover
and reveal God's intention in the interpretation of divine verses. In
fact, the understanding of the will and intention of God as the author
of the text has been important, in the interpretation tradition of
Muslims. This is while in modern hermeneutic theories, the reader and
interpreter of the text are more important than the author. These
Theories have attributed considerable credibility to the role of the
reader as the audience and receiver of the text, diminishing the
significance of the author's intention and the absolute meaning of the
verses. According to these theories, the mental and historical
conditions of the author as well as the language structure and other
cultural factors are considered effective in understanding and
interpreting the text. The research question is to compare the views of
contemporary Shiite commentators with modern hermeneutic theories
and find their similarities and differences.

The research hypothesis is that there are some similarities
between the views of Muslim commentators and Modern hermeneutic
theories.

2. Literature Review

Before this, no research has been done on this question and
hypothesis. some articles have been written on the relationship
between hermeneutics and the interpretive views of Javadi Amoli and
Ayatollah Mohammad Hussain Tabatabaei. As Mehdi Shajarian in
"The Principles of Javadi Amoli's Interpretive Method,"” Mohammad
Reza Haji Esmaeili and others in "The Role of Presuppositions and
Pre-understandings in the Interpretation of the Holy Quran from
Javadi Amoli's Perspective," Mohammad Bid Hendi in "Hermeneutics
and Interpretation from the Perspective of Ayatollah Tabatabaei and
Martin Heidegger," and Saghar Khairjou Laty in "A Comparison and
Analysis of the Methodology of Quranic Hermeneutics, Ayatollah
Tabatabaei, and Dr. Nasr Hamed Abu Zaid" have generally addressed
certain topics. However, none of these articles has examined the
subject of this research. In fact, the idea of non-confrontation between
modern hermeneutical theories and the perspectives of contemporary
interpreters is the innovation and creation of this article, which,
hopefully, will open the door to more in-depth studies.
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3. Methodology
This research was done with a library method and a descriptive and
comparative approach.

Four Shiite commentators have been selected for this research as
the most important contemporary Shiite: Seyyed Mahmoud Taleghani
(1911-1979), Seyyed Muhammad Husayn Tabataba'i (1903-1981),
Muhammad Hussein Fadl-Allah (1935-2010), and Abdollah Javadi
Amoli (' born 1933) as the most important contemporary Shiite.

On the other side, Among the Modern theories, classical
hermeneutics, philosophical hermeneutics, structuralist theory, and
deconstructive theory, have been selected for this research.

Four important features and components of these Modern theories
have been studied through the works of Shiite commentators.

Four components of these theories are:

- The Belief in the validity of the author's intention in determining the
meaning of the text.

- The impact of the reader's existential conditions on understanding
the text.

- The possibility of retrieving and achieving the authentic meaning of
the text.

- The belief in the relativity of understanding.

4. Results

Studying the works of selected Shiite commentators and examining
their views on the Four components (the above-mentioned) shows:

- The Belief in the authenticity and validity of the author's intention
in determining the meaning of the text is the point of distinction
between Muslim commentators and the theories of philosophical
hermeneutics, structuralists, and deconstructionists. It means that
every Muslim agrees with the influence of the interpreter's existential
conditions and tries to understand the will of God and does not
emphasize his or her understanding of the text. Classical hermeneutic
theory and some scholars such as Schleier Macher and Dilta have
accepted this belief.

- The belief in the impact of the reader's existential conditions on
understanding the text is accepted by Tabataba'i, Taleghani, Fadl-Allah
and Javadi Amoli and the other Modern Theories.

- In the theory of philosophical hermeneutics (Heidegger and
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Gadamer) and structuralists and deconstructors, retrieving and
achieving the authentic meaning of the text is not possible. Schleier
Macher and Dilthey believe in restoring and reconstructing the
original meaning of the text. Javadi Amoli considers it definitely
possible to achieve the original meaning of the text. He believes the
interpretation of the Ahl al-Bayt( peace be upon them) is true and
original. Tabataba'i, Taleghani, and Fadl-Allah believe in the
possibility of obtaining the original meaning of the text in some
certain conditions.

- Muslim commentators (Tabataba'i, Taleghani, Javadi Amoli and
Fadl-Allah) believe that the understanding of the text is relative. As
they do not consider their interpretation to be the original and true
meaning of the Qur'an.

conclusion

- The belief in the impact of the commentator's conditions on
understanding and the belief in the relativity of understanding of the
text are some aspects of Similarities between the Views of
Contemporary Shiite Commentators of the Holy Quran and Modern
Hermeneutic Theories.

- The Belief in the validity of the author's intention in determining
the meaning of the text is a point of difference between the Views of
Contemporary Shiite Commentators of the Holy Quran and Modern
Hermeneutic Theories.
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