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ABSTRACT
This research investigates why fiction during the Safavid era experienced

significant growth in both quantity and quality compared to any other period
in the history of Persian literature. For this purpose, the stories of the Safavid
era have been examined. The result of this study shows that the reason for
the development of the story in this era was the political and social function
of the story. The importance of the story from the political point of view in
this era is the consolidation and development of the ideological foundations
of the government. This is demonstrated under two headings: "Shiite
elements in the fiction of the era, returning the opponents to the Shiite
religion" and "integration of the national hero into the religious watrior:

Imam-Pahlavan."

Political and social

functions.
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Since the reign of Shah Ismail II (983-984), rulers have recognized the importance of
fiction and storytelling in the spread of the official religion of the country. Their attitude
towards fiction and storytelling changed during this time, as strictures and pressures
were lifted from storytellers. Rights were also granted to storytellers who became
successful and well-known missionaries, propagating the Shiite religion through stories.
As a result, the number of fiction-writers and storytellers increased during this period.
The abundance of stories from the beginning of Shah Ismail II's reign to the end of
the Safavid period have validated this hypothesis.

Introduction

Literature Review

Mansour Servat in an article titled "Persian thymed prose and the story of the Safavid
era", Nameye Anjoman, summer 2016, number 26 (17-32), considers the reason for
the growth of the story, the migration of villagers to the city of Isfahan and the difficulty
of Persian literature for this class. The relationship between cause and effect seems a
little weak; Because it is unlikely that these rural immigrants will turn to literature and
literary categories; As the author himself points out that these immigrants were mostly
engaged in "carpet weaving, silk weaving, pottery and other semi-industrial workshops"
(p. 18); Therefore, it is unlikely that this group of industrialists had a significant role in
changing the characteristics of a literary trend.

Zabihullah Safa, in an article entitled "The Story of Abu Muslimnameh Khani
being unauthorized" (Irannameh, year 5, 249-233), describes the reasons why Abu
Muslim Nameh Khani was not allowed in the Safavid era. And consequently, they
have supported it to maintain their government.

Methodology

In this research, the stories narrated and written from the 9% to the 12% century are
studied and analyzed in terms of their impact on the political and social conditions and
the impact they had on the political and social context. The claim of this research is
that the story as a medium has been able to promote and stabilize the discourse. A
discourse that was born from the political and social conditions of the era and

influenced it as well; therefore, the discourse analysis method will be used to analyze
the data of this research.

Discussion

1. The possibility of putting up Shiite elements in the story

The hero and in general the main characters of stories in this era, are Shiite. Some
historical-religious stories, such as Jang-Nameye AmirAlmomenin, Koohe Qaf, and
Mukhtarnameh, are usually narrated to fill people's minds with the emerging religion
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and to familiarize the listeners with the Shiite religion. The heroes in these stories are
religious figures, and the narrator has made them familiar to the listeners by narrating
stoties about these people. Natrator/storyteller, in this type of stoties, desctibes the
bravery of Imam Ali or other historical-religious persons.

1.1. Making a national-religious hero: Imam-Pahlavan

This Phrase, Imam-Pahlavan, in this period refers to the first figure of Shiism, Imam
Ali, for whom the storytellers have carved baseless and non-historical wars that were
often the brainchild of themselves or their predecessors. The personality of the Imam-
Pahlavan is reflected in the historical-religious stories of this period; But little by little,
this character gives way to street and market people or kings and other historical
persons in romantic stories, but the function of both characters is to propagate and
promote as well as return non-Muslims to Islam.

1.2. Representation of Shiite elements/ Shiitization of opponents in the story
Repetition of Shiite elements, that is, referring to the Shiite of the heroes of the story,
the rightness of the Shiite religion against Sunnism, a direct verbal reference to Shiite,
the conflict between the two Islamic religions [Shiite and Sunni, referring to the Shiite
imams, especially Imam Ali, Imam Hassan and Imam Hussein, and The promised
Mahdi and most importantly, the change of the enemy's belief in the Shiite religion, as
well as the Shiitization of the hero, are in some of the most important stories of this
age.

2. Honoring the story instead of Boycott it

When the Safavids saw the popularity of the story among the people, they thought of
a profit-seeking policy towards the story and decided to remove the ban on the story
and use it as a propaganda factor.

3. Elevating the status of storytellers in the Safavid era

In this period, with the construction of the Ghahve-Khane and the determination of
salaries for porters, story-telling flourished, and Nagqib, the leader of the story tellers,
was an official who had a close relationship with the Government. In such a situation,
storytellers enjoy considerable respect among the people and the ruling power.

Conclusion

Serious research in popular literature can show the effective role of fictional literature
in the social and political developments of the Safavid era. As the political structure in
Iran underwent fundamental changes during that period, the role of literary structures
also changed in Iran. To promote the political system, the story assumed the role that
the poem had played in Iranian affairs until then. The shah was no longer the axis of
the political and social order, but the nascent Shiite-Iranian belief structure had built a
new order that had to be accepted among the masses and the story could have
promoted it much better and more effectively among the people. If the poem
convinced the elites within the power structure, the story would strengthen the
legitimacy of the belief structure among the people. This is how the simple popular
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story replaced the eloquent and eloquent speech of the elite, and popular literature
played a role in the formation and consolidation of the Safavid political-religious
institution more than any other era.
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