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Introduction

The concept of hybrid warfare is a framework for studying the various
components of Western pressure and conflict against the Islamic
Republic of Iran. In this respect, examining strategies to confront
hybrid warfare can provide both theoretical and practical insights for
relevant elites and officials. This research aimed to answer the
question: What are the strategies to counter the Western hybrid
warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran? The significance of this
study lies in two main aspects: first, its approach and theoretical
framework, which emphasizes the integration of countermeasures,
and second, its operational relevance, which offers practical guidance
for officials.
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Literature Review

In Hybrid Wars, McCulloh and Johnson (2013) provided a
comprehensive description of the literature and dimensions of hybrid
warfare, addressing the deficiencies in the definition and application
of hybrid conflict theory. In the Persian-language book titled
Cognitive Warfare: The Fifth Dimension of War, Mohammadi-Najm
(2015) explored evolutionary theories related to the future of warfare,
with a particular focus on the human mind. In The Tragedy of Fourth-
Generation Warfare, Ghorbani-Zavareh (2017) examined the nature
of hybrid warfare within the context of fourth-generation warfare. The
article “Examining and Understanding Hybrid Threats From the
Perspective of Modern Warfare” (Koochaki-Badelani, 2010)
discussed hybrid threats as the primary strategy employed by the West
in conflicts and political-security struggles in the Middle East. In
“Complex Irregular Warfare: The Next Revolution in Military
Affairs,” Hoffman (2006) criticized America’s classical approach to
warfare, emphasizing the transformation of warfare patterns.
Concerning the Iranian context, Raji’s Ph.D. dissertation titled
Western Hybrid Warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran:
Dimensions and Methods (2023) used the hybrid warfare framework
to analyze the Western warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran.
In “Components of Saudi Arabia’s Hybrid Warfare Against the
Islamic Republic of Iran (2015-2017),” Pourhasan (2017) examined
Saudi Arabia’s measures and policies against the Islamic Republic of
Iran, using the hybrid warfare framework. Moreover, “The
Complexity Theory and Foreign Policy: Iran’s Strategies in West
Asia” (Qasemi & Faraji, 2018) explored Iran’s strategies in the region
by using complexity theory. Most of the works discussed above are
subject to two main criticisms. First, many of the mentioned works do
not focus on the Western hybrid warfare against the Islamic Republic
of Iran. Second, the studies that do address this subject predominantly
describe the application of this form of warfare, with less attention
given to strategies for countering it. Therefore, the innovation of the
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present research lies in two aspects: first, it is directly concerned with
the Western hybrid warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
second, it addresses strategies for countering the hybrid warfare.

Materials and Methods

This study is considered a qualitative, exploratory inquiry with both
developmental and applied aspects, as it tried to address hybrid
warfare from two perspectives: first, from a theoretical and conceptual
standpoint, focusing on the development of frameworks for
understanding hybrid warfare, and second, from a practical
standpoint, examining strategies for countering the Western hybrid
warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran. As a result, the findings
of this study are valuable for two groups: researchers in the field of
hybrid warfare and practitioners facing hybrid warfare in operational
settings. The data was collected through documentary and qualitative
methods, and a descriptive—analytical approach was used to analyze
the data.

Results and Discussion

This research highlighted the interconnected and systemic nature of
strategies designed to counter the Western hybrid war against the
Islamic Republic of Iran, which can be referred to as the strategy for
countering hybrid warfare. The strategies for countering the Western
hybrid warfare were analyzed through three frameworks: situational,
methodological, and approach-based. It is crucial to consider the
interdependence of these three frameworks when designing macro,
semi-macro, and micro strategies. In macro strategies, the primary
focus is on restoring Iran’s role in the new world order. This process
arises from the synergistic integration of two key geopolitical and
geoeconomic components, emphasizing the significance of the Iranian
idea and narrative on the world’s transition. In semi-macro strategies,
the focus shifts to an institutional review of Iran’s governance
structures and efforts to promote good governance grounded in local
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contexts. In micro strategies, the emphasis is on the government’s
ability to act in the gray area, guiding the components of a gray
network in a purposeful manner.

Conclusion

Adopting a systemic and complex perspective on hybrid warfare,
while avoiding a non-systemic and linear approach, is crucial for
effectively countering the Western hybrid warfare against the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Keywords: Hybrid Warfare, West, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Countermeasures
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1. Synergistic Pressure



VEOE Gl [0Y opled | VF 0y93 | cunles 3 81y slain gy ool delibad | VY

b ceen 53 L3k Fealp ok b K5 sl (oS 5 K e
Jole b OT (Mol 25 G il 5 (oS 5 ABT 6l p 01l G il
e Jolo Cpiomen 55 S, 5 s L0l Ll gy il s LSl 5 6 2
Ol ade (oS 5 &K Slodislail pate 5 sk Slap o iS5 oL I Ciles
Dy D s
aasly ¢ 5 T o 53 S5 SLD,E Sler Sy 4 bbb ol s 5
e O B g N TR 1B Br W IP R CEROY e
dbs 4 K T &l 0T b8 el 5525 o 5 0T o ol dls 5o oS
"o sl 5 oS SISl ol Gl s wlitiad ga JESTL 5 o A e lelinn g
Ko (o ol b oSl Lyl s ams) Olnl o @l (B s 55 o s
(Slad § 350 5 g o5 altes 53 alox Sl Lz ade K aT 0550 5 o (oS 5
Ly o 8 T 50100 (b 5 (ol SNl 5 Ll gy £ 5 4 457 05100 Olon 4 J3lo
5 Sl sy 5 aed S 55 a5 5155 - Sty 55 Cand sy 6 ltewy 555
S Jolse o8 305 w0y S K5y 5 a5 oy Somds G Olge 4 L
5 poia SAS 9 OFF NP OlLKas 5 6ule)) cl LI ST oT g5 55 3l
Obl 55 9 555 (gyld (6 jene el L (gl 5 ba g (VY DF 0 (o)L (L]
Ui s Lo guasee Ml T Sy e 53 K 6T 5 0 oo Sy o 5l OLe
trn 5 Sl mmman 3 oodiadl Ol g JUST SV &5 0 goen sl 5 ola
ol s dmea Loyl 5 © i Caw 4 (S e LSl o i (oolal g (65 5l
OT lags foge 3| (50 S 305 35 i sl 68 B s S il b
2 Sl s sy S b 53508 o s 51487 (6 g 5 ot e 151 AT 5L

0555 53 3l &S 63,105 515 5 de gl 5 o 20 § 55 30 0 Ol s 53 3L (S 55,5055 55
35 5 (o 5 S ol 5 g oS Joged 50 ey S 063 bl 5 Cined 4 S, e &) Ll gp
(Galeotti, 2015)

2. Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
3. Choke Points
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1. Cognitive Approaches to Political Decision Making
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1. Good Governance
2. The Quality of Government
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domains by the dynamic use of multidomain operations and shifting centres of
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3. Mosaic Warfare
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1. European Centre of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats in Helsinki
2. Coordinated and Synchronized Action
3. Accurate Multi-Domain Situational Awareness
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