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Introduction

One of the most crucial components shaping the urban structure of Estarabad is the
presence of neighborhood and urban spaces, whose conservation and development
have been fundamental throughout history. The physical structure of these spaces
has consisted of a blend of enclosed built spaces and open urban spaces (squares),
which serves as Takaya during ritual ceremonies (Reshtchian, n.d; Moghaddasi et
al., 1395). The intangible heritage of Gorgan, intertwined with these Takaya, not
only contributes to identity formation but also brings vitality and liveliness to the
historical fabric of Gorgan. Based on this, and considering the role and importance
of this type of heritage in conserving, sustaining, and enlivening the city's Takaya,
this article aims to focus on the intangible heritage related to the Takaya of the city,
presenting an overview and documentary evidence of the intangible heritage and
living cultural ecosystem of Gorgan in connection with urban and neighborhood
spaces (Takaya).

Research Background

Various studies have been conducted focusing on the Takaya of Gorgan to date.
Some of them have solely documented the physical structure of the historical
Takaya of Gorgan (Mousavi Sarvineh Baghi, 1394; Moghaddasi et al., 1395). Others
have delved into the cultural values of the Takaya, particularly their rituals, and have
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primarily focused on introducing these aspects. Katouli (1388), Nazif (1390),
Mirhosseini (1390), Livani (1391), and Moghsemi (1394) stand out as some of the
most important studies in this area. However, there hasn't been a specific study
focused on the current intangible heritage within Takaya. Perhaps the closest study
in this regard would be attributed to Absalan (n.d.).

Methodology

Research is one of Applied Research, that in terms of strategy, it follows a
qualitative approach. Methodologically, it employs an interpretive-historical
method. On the other hand, considering the subjective and thematic focus of the
present study on the historical Takaya of Gorgan, it can also be considered a case
study. This study utilizes both library and field research methods, relying on
interviews with local informants and previous researchers to gather the necessary
foundational information.

Finding

In this research, however, only the rituals and religious ceremonies (intangible
cultural heritage) of Gorgan have been carefully examined in relation to the Takaya.
In historical documents of the city of Estarabad, evidence regarding the history of
holding Muharram rituals trace the tradition back to the late Safavie era (Rabino,
1383). This is substantiated by inscriptions dating back to the time of Tog-e-Takich
Sahib-Ekhtyari in the Ne'albandan neighborhood (1131 AH) and another plaque
from 1155 AH found in the Takieh Dabbaghan neighborhood (a series of canals
were allocated for ta'ziyeh ceremonies of Imam Hussein, Imam Reza, and
Imamzadeh Abdullah). These rituals and religious ceremonies have continued to
evolve with some changes up to now, within the hearts of Gorgan's Takaya. Some
of these heritages remain dynamic (such as Tog-Bandan, Halim-Pazi, Sobh-e-
Rusyah), some have undergone changes (such as Dast-e-gardani, Dast-e-Choubi),
and some parts of them (Such as women's ta'ziyeh and accommodation of the poor)
have been relegated to oblivion. Given the interconnected relationship between the
structure of the Takaya and the intangible heritage of the city, this dual relationship
has facilitated better conservation.
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Table 1. The Status of Implementing Intangible Cultural Heritage
in the Takaya of Gorgan.
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Conclusion

This study, focusing on the intangible heritage of Gorgan's Takaya, emphasizes the
importance of intangible cultural heritage in the continuity of identity and the
vitality of a place. In other words, when Gorgan's rituals are actively present and
sustained, not only do the city's Takaya serve as a physical context for these
traditions, but They also draw vitality and continuity from them. Conversely, if these
rituals are forgotten, the physical structure gradually loses its own stability. As a
result, this interconnected relationship between intangible and tangible heritage of a
place provides a basis for better conservation. Therefore, conservation efforts should
select a comprehensive path for protection and safeguarding, taking into account the
serious connection and extensive influence between these two types of heritage of a
place.
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