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Abstract

One of the most fundamental factors of difference among Sufis regarding love and
affection returns to the difference in approaches of intoxication (sukr) and sobriety (sahw).
These two approaches have had a profound impact on the formation of some concepts and
terms and the expansion of their meanings in Sufism. Each of these two groups has
considered elements in the definitions of love and affection according to their own
intellectual atmosphere. In this article, which is written in a descriptive-analytical method,
after extracting definitions of love and affection from mystical texts up to the seventh
century, the important elements stated are identified, and then, based on the thoughts of
sobriety or intoxication derived from them, a typology has been conducted. Accordingly,
two general types can be observed in the Sufi definitions of love and affection; first,
definitions expressed in poetic language where the Sufi, by utilizing rhetoric, makes
references to romantic states and the effect of love on the seeker, which generally belongs
to the people of intoxication. The second general type are expressions where Sufis, by
utilizing mystical elements and terms, express their theoretical view on this topic, which
is divided into three subtypes. In the first subtype, which is specific to the people of
sobriety, the extracted elements are related to striving and acquisition. In the second
subtype, which belongs to the people of intoxication, elements such as annihilation,
extinction, and existence are observed, but the third type contains elements whose term in
the definition belongs to both people of intoxication and sobriety, but their significations
differ in such a way that they align with the intellectual atmosphere of the two groups.
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