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Introduction

Abstract
Since the early 1990s, when China became a major importer of energy,

the country’s focus on the Persian Gulf region has intensified. This is
because the Persian Gulf holds approximately two-thirds of the
world’s proven oil reserves and one-third of its proven natural gas
reserves. China is currently the world’s largest importer of oil, and by
2023, its dependence on imported oil had risen to 72%. More than
50% of China’s oil imports, and just over a third of its total oil
consumption, come from the Persian Gulf countries. As a result,
Beijing has used various means to strengthen its foothold in the
economy and energy fields of the Persian Gulf countries. Although
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bilateral relations between Iran and China have been growing, China
has expanded ties with nations such as Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates—along with actions like supporting the UAE’s
position on the three disputed Iranian islands. This dynamic raises the
question: What are the consequences of China’s presence and role in

the Persian Gulf region for Iran’s regional security?
Literature Review

Saleh and Yazdanshenas (2023) argued that the primary motivation
behind the comprehensive strategic partnership between China and
Iran is their shared opposition to American hegemony, particularly
from Tehran’s perspective. They suggest that this dynamic is
reshaping the security structure of the Middle East. In an analysis of
Saudi perspectives on the growing Iran—China relations, Houghton
(2022) stated that balancing relations with regional rivals and
maintaining ties beyond security conflicts among regional actors is a
consistent pattern in China’s approach to the Persian Gulf and the
broader Middle East. According to Azimifar et al. (2021), China’s
foreign policy in the Persian Gulf region is shaped by its political and
economic ambitions to counter American hegemony. This alignment
has led China to support Iran’s national security interests in response
to regional developments and to acknowledge Iran’s security
concerns.

Materials and Methods

The present study adopted an analytical-explanatory approach and a
qualitative method. The data was collected through library research.
The security theory proposed by the Copenhagen School was
employed as the theoretical framework. Unlike mainstream
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approaches, the Copenhagen’s theory offers a broader perspective on
security, considering dimensions beyond the military. It is also better
suited to explaining the topic of this research due to its focus on
regional-level analysis.

Results and Discussion

The study categorized and analyzed the reasons for China’s
involvement in the Persian Gulf region across four dimensions: energy
security, regional order, global transit control, and legitimization of
restrictive policies against Chinese Muslims. It then examined the
impact of China’s role on Iran’s regional security in three areas:
military, economic, and political. The research findings indicated that
if China’s presence in the Persian Gulf region is primarily related to
political or economic factors, it could enhance Iran’s regional security
in these dimensions. However, if China’s presence is military in

nature, it could pose a threat to Iran’s regional security.
Conclusion

Considering the findings, Iran’s regional policy approach should focus
on the limited military presence of China in areas close to its borders,
similar to the approach adopted to deal with the U.S. presence in the
region. These efforts will only be effective if Iran actively works to
resolve security conflicts with Persian Gulf countries and is able to
encourage, convince, or persuade regional nations to establish an
independent security system, regardless of the presence of great
powers. While China’s increasing presence in the region could bring
economic benefits to Iran, it is essential to create balanced and
multidimensional opportunities for cooperation. Interaction with other
extra-regional powers, such as Russia, European countries, and India,
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should also remain a key consideration for Iran’s foreign policy
decision-makers.

Keywords: Iran, China, Persian Gulf Region, Regional Security,
Energy Security, Oil
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