LITERARY TEXT RESFARCH

Some Notes on the Annotation and Critical Editing of
Kelileh o Demneh by Mojtaba Minovi

Jamal Ansari Jaberi

Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Shiraz University; Shiraz, Iran; ja.jaberiii@gmail.com

Article Type
Research Article

Article History
Received
August 26, 2023

Revised
May 17, 2024

Accepted
June 10, 2024

Published Online
June 22, 2026

Keywords
Kelileh o Demneb,
annotation,
critical editing,
interpretation,
Mojtaba Minovi

ABSTRACT

Kelileh o Demneb is one of the earliest and most engaging works of Persian
natrative prose. Originally written in an Indian language, the book was
translated into Persian in the sixth century AH by the accomplished writer
Nasrallah Munshi, with remarkable literary artistry. This translation marked
the beginning of a tradition of allegorical storytelling with didactic themes
in Persian prose literature. No writer after Munshi has produced a
translation of another allegorical and didactic work that matches his
translation in eloquence, rhetorical force, beauty, and fluency. Because this
translation is highly significant and valuable from literary, intellectual,
political, and practical perspectives, it needs to be explained and interpreted
word by word and line by line so that its literary aesthetics and teachings of
wisdom can be fully appreciated and utilized, particularly by undergraduate
students of Persian language and literature, for whom this book is a
standard coutse text. Since Professor Mojtaba Minovi's critical edition and
annotation of Kelileh o Demneh has received greater acceptance among
literary and academic circles and is widely taught at universities, the present
study attempts to identify some of the deficiencies in his critical editing and
interpretation and, drawing on the text of Kelileh o Demneh and relevant
sources, to propose more approptiate readings and more accurate
interpretations.
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Introduction

Kelilely o Demneb is a major work of Persian technical prose and, through Nasrallah Munshi's
masterful treatment, played a pioneering role in the development of Persian prose. This book
brings together the knowledge, wisdom, and prudence derived from people's invaluable
experiences, both in household management and in statecraft, and conveys them through
beautiful and engaging tales told by animals. This mode of writing was unprecedented at the
time, and the use of animals to express sound intellectual, rational, and experiential concepts
had not previously been employed by writers in this manner. It thus initiated a new and highly
valuable trend in Persian literature.

This trend encouraged some writers to compose books similar to Kelileh o Demneb,
others to rewrite the work, and still others to adopt Nasrallah Munshi's style in their own
writings. Bahar, in his study of prose styles, describes the value of this book as follows:
"[quotation]" (Bahat, 1970, Vol. 2, p. 253).

Professor Mojtaba Minovi undertook the critical editing and annotation of this
valuable book in a manner befitting a classical work suitable for academic use. He was highly
successful in this endeavor, as evidenced by the numerous reprints of the book since the
publication of Minovi's edition and annotation. After Minovi, other notable scholars,
including Dr. Kheyrallah Mahmoudi, Professors Mohammad Reza Barzegar Khaleghi & Effat
Karbasi, Professor Seyyed Farajollah Mousavi, among other distinguished annotators, made
further attempts to explain the text in separate annotated editions, each drawing on Minovi's
critical edition. They sought to elucidate additional words and sentences in this valuable work
and guide readers toward a correct understanding of its meaning.

The efforts of these scholars, who based their annotations on Professor Minovi's
critical edition, demonstrate the importance and reliability attributed to Minovi's work by
other literary scholars. However, a review of these annotations reveals that these scholars
have not always succeeded in clarifying the meanings of words and expressions that Professor
Minovi himself left unexplained. These issues will be addressed in greater detail elsewhere.
Nevertheless, because Minovi's annotation has received greater attention and recognition in
academic circles, a close examination of his critical edition and annotation reveals instances
in which he appears to have made errors in establishing the correct reading or interpreting
the precise meaning of the text. The present study aims to identify some of these relatively
few instances and thereby contribute to the scholarly value of this important edition and

annotation.

Research Background

After the publication of the first edition of this work, Professor Mohammad Farzan identified
two hundred and fifty errors, which he noted on the back of a copy of the book and sent to
Professor Minovi (Aryanpour, 2008, Vol. 3, p. 185). Since then, however, and despite
Professor Minovi's death and the unchanged reprinting of the book for several years, only
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one article has been published specifically criticizing Minovi's edition of Kelileh o Demneh.
Entitled "A Critique of Kelileh 0 Demneh Corrected by Mojtaba Minovi," the article was written
by Barat Zanjani (Zanjani, 2008, pp. 1-7).

The present study reviews and critiques aspects not addressed in Zanjani's article

and also considers the criticism presented in that article concerning Minovi's annotation of
Kelileh o Demneb.

Research Methodology

This is a library-based study employing a descriptive-analytical method. Drawing on both
intratextual and extratextual evidence and consulting other relevant books and authoritative
dictionaties, the study examines selected passages from Kelileh o Demneh in terms of both
textual editing and meaning, and proposes more appropriate readings and interpretations.

Conclusion

Although Professor Minovi, through his critical edition and annotation of Ke/leh o Demmneh,
clarified the correct readings and meanings of many passages in this classic prose work, and
although other scholars and literary figures owe much to his painstaking efforts, a close
examination of this successful edition reveals that this distinguished scholar made errors in
interpreting the text in some instances. In the present study, the author has drawn on credible
and relevant sources to propose more appropriate readings and clearer interpretations in cases
where Professor Minovi appears to have gone astray. It is hoped that this effort will further
enrich the critical edition and annotation for the benefit of other scholars and readers of
Persian literature.
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