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Abstract

Kelileh o Demneh is the first and most pioneer narrative prose text. Originally written in.Hindi, it was translated into Persian in
the 6 century by the skilled writer Nasrollah Monshi, with full artistic skill. This translation marked the beginning of
storytelling in allegorical style with educational themes in Persian prose literature. No writer since. Monshi has been able to
translate another allegorical and educational book with the eloguence, rhetoric, beauty, and gracefulness of his translation. Due
to its literary, intellectual, and political perspicacity, it is necessary to explain and interpret.this translation word by word and
line by line. This will allow for a deeper understanding of the wisdom and literary aesthetics of this book, especially for BA
students of Persian language and literature who study this book as one of their main courses. Master Minovi’s explanation and
correction of this book have gained popularity and acceptance among literary /and academic circles, and it is taught in
universities. Thus, this study is aimed at highlighting. some of the deficiencies in the correction and interpretation of this book

and striving to offer a more coherent meaning and correction based on the text of Kelileh o Demneh and related sources.
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Introduction

Kelileh o Demneh was a literary work in technical prose, truly initiating Persian prose with Nasrollah Monshi’s handling. This
book is a collection of the knowledge, wisdom, and sagacity of people whose invaluable experiences, both in the realm of
household management and in the domain of statecraft, have been conveyed through beautiful and engaging tales from the
mouths of animals. This style of writing was unprecedented at the time and using animals to express correct intellectual,
rational, and experiential concepts had never occurred to any writer before. It initiated a new and very valuable trend in Persian
literature. This trend encouraged some writers to pick up the pen and write books similar to Kelileh o Demneh, others to rewrite
the book, and yet others to adopt Nasrullah Munshi’s style for their own writings. Master Bahar, in his study of prose style, has
stated the value of this book as follows: “In the world of science and literature, we do not know of any book as valuable as this
one that has endured through the centuries and the passage of months and years, among various nations and different cultures,
in such a consistent and popular manner. It has been the companion of kings, accepted by scholars, the friend of storytellers,
beloved by all people, illustrating the proper way of life, leading to salvation, serving as a model of ethics and a guide to living.
Even after thirteen or fourteen centuries since its emergence and fame, it remains fresh and well-known among both the elite
and the general public” (Bahar, Vol. 2, 1970: 253). Professor Mojtaba Minovi. undertook the correction and annotation of this
valuable book in a manner befitting a classical and university-approved work. Indeed, he was highly successful in this
endeavor, as evidenced by the repeated reprints of the book since Professor Minovi’s correction and annotation until now. After
Professor Minovi, other notable scholars such as Dr. Kheyrallah Mahmoudi, Professors Mohammad Reza Barzegar Khaleghi
and Mrs. Karbasi, Professor Seyed Farajollah Mousavi, and other distinguished annotators have each, based on Minovi’s
corrected version, made further attempts to explain the text of this invaluable work in separate annotations. They have strived to
elucidate more words and sentences from this valuable book to guide readers toward the correct understanding of its meaning.
The efforts of these other esteemed annotators, who have used Professor Minovi’s corrected version as the basis for their own
annotations, clearly demonstrate.the important fact that Minovi’s correction is accurate, precise, and reliable for other literary
scholars. However; upon reading these annotations, we realize that these scholars have not been very successful in clarifying
the meanings of words and expressions that Professor Minovi chose not to explain. In due course, and in other discussions,
certain points about these comprehensive annotations will be addressed. Nevertheless, since Professor Minovi’s annotation has
garnered more attention and acclaim in academic circles, a thorough reading of his correction and annotation reveals instances
where he made errors in elucidating the correct form or precise meaning of the text. In this paper, the author aims to highlight

these relatively few instances to further enhance the scholarly value of this erudite annotation and correction.

Research Background

After the publication of the first edition of this work, Master Mohammad Farzan noted two hundred and fifty errors on the back
of a copy of the book and sent it to Professor Minovi (Arianpour, Vol. 3, 2008: 185). However, since then, and considering Dr.
Minovi’s passing and the unchanged reprinting of this book for several years, only one paper has been written criticizing the

book Kelileh o0 Demneh. Titled “A Critique of Kelileh o Demneh Corrected by Mojtaba Minovi”, this article was authored by



Barat Zanjani (Zanjani, 2008: 1-7). It is evident that the present study will review and critique aspects not covered in Zanjani’s

article, and will also address the critique presented in that sole article regarding Minovi’s annotation of Kelileh o Demneh.

Research Methodology

The research methodology in this study is library-based and conducted by a descriptive analytical method. Furthermore, based
on both intra-textual and extra-textual evidence and by consulting other related books and reputable dictionaries, efforts have
been made to review certain phrases in Kelileh o Demneh both in terms of correction and meaning, proposing more appropriate

forms and meanings.
Conclusion

Although Professor Minovi, with his correction and annotation of Kelileh o Demneh, clarified the correct form and meaning of
many of the contents of this classic prose work, and indebted other scholars and literary figures to his arduous efforts, a
thorough reading of this successful annotation reveals that in some..instances, this distinguished scholar made errors in
interpreting the text. In the present study, the author attempted to use credible and relevant sources to propose more
straightforward forms and meanings for the instances where-Professor Minovi went astray. It is hoped that this effort will
enhance the richness of this annotation and correction for the benefit of other literary enthusiasts.
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