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Abstract

As a text and word of God, the Qur'an has a miraculous effect and is a
revelation in terms of "words" and "meaning". On the other hand, God
commanded the Prophet (PBUH) to "repent” while reciting the Qur'an.
On the other hand, "multiplicity of meaning” is proposed as a
semantic theory regarding religious texts and specifically the Qur'an.
In an analytical way, based on the content analysis table and library
tools, the present article has criticized the theory of "multiplicity of
meaning" based on the existential and functional effect of the doctrine
of "substitution" before reading the Qur'an. The Qur'an, in various
cases, has ordered to "repent”. According to the conducted surveys,
the highest frequency of the direction of "Mustaazeh Maneh" belongs
to "Shaitan". "Protection and negation of Satan's rule", "prevention of
slips in recitation and mistakes in interpretation” as well as
"psychological and epistemological therapy" are among the major
existential and functional works of "Esta'izah”. Paying attention only
to the appearance of words, phrases and sentences of the text, the
sharing of mental ideas and the lack of need to discover and the
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importance of "author's intention™ in understanding the text are among
the contents of semantic theories that cause "multiplicity of meaning"
in the understanding of texts. With a view to reasons such as; One:
"Revelation of "Word" and "Meaning" in the Qur'an™, two: "Emphasis
on "lIstiazeh™ before reciting the Quran” and three: "Triple functions
of Istiazeh recitation”, "multiplicity of meaning™ in the Qur'an is
challenged.

1. Introduction

The Holy Quran, as the word of revelation and a sacred text, possesses
not only rhetorical I°jaz but also effective I‘jaz. For example, the
Quran says: "Wa Idha Sami‘d ma Unzila ila al-Rastl Tara
Afyunuhum Tafidgu min al-Dam‘i mimma ‘Arafi minal Haqq" (al-
Ma’idah/83). This indicates the impact of truth on prepared and
humble hearts, ultimately leading to the transformation of individuals
(Gharatati, 1383: 2, 358). Additionally, the effective 1‘jaz can be
observed in some ecarlier Quranic works, such as "Thalathu Rasa’il {1
Ijaz al-Quran al-Karim." (cf. Rummani, Khattabi, and Jurjani, 1976:
70-71)

Effective I‘jaz are essentially a moral and transcendent
implication found nowhere else in human works, to the extent that its
foundation is based on the sender and the text and its reception is also
dependent on the "Conditions of the Reader." (Jawahiri, 1393: 138)

On the other hand, the Holy Quran frequently commands the act
of "Isti‘adhah,” where in most verses containing this command,
"Satan" is introduced as the one to seek refuge from "musta‘adhun
minh,” and it refers to matters such as "Repelling the whispers of
Satan" (al-Fussilat/36) and "Protecting from the Evils of Satan" (Ali
‘Imran/36). The Quran explicitly commands taking the enmity of
Satan seriously: "Inna al-Shaytana lakum ‘Aduwwun fa Ittakhidhtthu
‘Aduwwan Innama Yad‘G Hizbahu li Yaktind min Ashab al-Sa‘tr."
(al-Fatir/6)

Such warnings are also found in the impeccable Imams hadiths
(AS): "In Iblis La‘natullah Atahu wa Huwa Yajri min Ibni Adam
Majra al-Dam fil ‘Urtq" (Kulayni, 1430: 15, 277); an enemy who is
as close to humans as blood flowing through their bodies.
Furthermore, the actions of Satan on humans manifest in various
forms such as "Whispering," "Deception” (hiding flaws), "Confusion”
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(obscuring matters), "Beautification” (creating attraction), "Despair"
(instilling  hopelessness),  "Procrastination”  (delaying), and
"Misguidance™ (diverting from the straight path and truth). Ultimately,
one can understand the mechanisms of Satan's influence on humans to
encompass their perceptual faculties, including external and internal
senses, as well as the faculties of sensation, imagination, illusion, and
reason (CF. Mo'addab and Salemi, 1399: 219). Among the instances
where the Quran commands "Isti‘adhah" is during the "Recitation of
the Quran": "Faidha Qara’tal Quran fa Ista’idh billah minal Shaytanil
Rajim." (al-Nahl/98)

There is no doubt that the Quran is, in terms of its wording,
inalterable, but from a spiritual perspective, it is distortable. In this
regard, it can be observed that those who are discouraged from the
literal alteration of the Quran have resorted to playing with its
meanings, proposing a theory that serves their purpose. This theory
posits that from one true statement, different understandings can be
derived (Misbah Yazdi, 1399: 146). Therefore, the "Multiplicity of
Meanings" is particularly relevant when discussing sacred texts. What
existential impact and functional role does the principle of "Seeking
refuge before reading the Quran" have? And what is the impact of the
principle of "Seeking refuge before reading the Quran" in critiquing
the "Multiplicity of meanings"? These are some of the major questions
of this research. According to the research hypothesis, "Seeking
refuge before reading” has existential and functional effects that
influence the understanding of the Quran reader.

2. Background of Research

Mohammadi Nik's thesis (1390) titled "Psychological Effects of
Seeking Refuge from the Perspective of the Quran and Hadith," the
article by Ma‘arif and Soleymanieh Na'ini (1392) on "The Place and
Philosophy of Seeking Refuge from the Perspective of the Quran and
Hadith," the master's thesis by Riahi and Abedini (1393) titled "The
Reality of Seeking Refuge from the Perspective of Ibn ‘Arabi, Mulla
Sadra, and Imam Khomeini," the book by Mousavi Jazayeri (1393)
titled "The Effects and Blessings of Seeking Refuge in Allah, the
Exalted, from the Accursed Satan in the Quran and Hadith," the article
by Maleki (1396) on "Seeking Refuge and Its Effects in the Spiritual
Perfection of Man with Emphasis on Mulla Sadra's View in Quran
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Exegesis," and the thesis by Vatan-Khah (1398) on "The Effects and
Contexts of Seeking Refuge in the Quran and Traditions™ are works
that have been conducted in this field. Therefore, no research focusing
on the principle of "Seeking refuge before reading™ with the aim of
critiquing the "Theory of multiplicity of meanings"” has been observed.

3. Methodology

The methodology of the present study falls under qualitative studies
(content analysis). It aims to reach the foundations and exegesis
derived from the systematic study of communicative products (the
overt content of the message), which a definition is presented by
Laurence Bardin concerning content analysis (Bardin, 1375: 25). In
the Quran, the derivatives of the word "‘Awadha" (a form of seeking
refuge) are mentioned 17 times (Parcham and Ali Asgari, 1397: 71).
Among the verses addressing the issue of "Seeking refuge,” Satan is
mentioned most frequently as the "one to seek refuge from
"musta‘adhun minh." Accordingly, in line with the research topic,
selected (sample) verses from the statistical population are
purposefully categorized into those that reference "Seeking refuge™
and "Satan." Additionally, relevant analytical findings from the table
of hadiths and the interpretations of commentators will also be
utilized.

4. Final Conclusion

In examining the verses of the Quran that employ the concept of
"Isti‘adhah," it was revealed that Satan has the highest frequency as
the "one to seek refuge from (musta‘ddhun minh)." In verse 98 of
Surah al-Nahl, Satan is specifically mentioned as the "musta‘adhun
minh." The existential and functional effects of "Isti‘adhah" can be
categorized into three main themes: A) Preservation and negation of
Satan's authority, B) Prevention of error in recitation and
misconception in exegesis, and C) Psychological and cognitive
healing. A mere focus on the superficial aspects of the wording,
phrases, and sentences in the text, the sharing of subjective
perceptions, and the lack of need to discover the "Author's Intent™ in
understanding the text are among the primary implications of meaning
theories that enable "Multiplicity of meanings” in understanding texts,
especially "Sacred texts.” Given reasons such as the "Being revelation
of both word and meaning in the Quran,” the "Emphasis on seeking
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refuge before reciting the Quran,” and the "Threefold functions of
seeking refuge,” the understanding of God's revealed word (the
Quran) is not arbitrary or unregulated in such a way that the functions
of "Seeking refuge” and its three layers (preservation, prevention,
healing) permit any interpretation or understanding of this guiding
book, thus challenging the theory of "Multiplicity of meanings.” In
addressing the objection that doubted the effectiveness of seeking
refuge, one should not overlook the practical function of "Seeking
refuge,” a teaching regarded by commentators as a fortress
safeguarding the reader in "Correctly understanding the Quran™ and
ensuring "Multiplicity of meanings,” provided that one embodies these
traits and fosters a protected mental state.

Keywords: Quran, Concept of Seeking Refuge (Isti‘adhah), verse 98
of Surah al-Nahl, Multiplicity of Meanings, Satan.
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