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Abstract

Examining the opinions of contemporary modern thinkers in the field
of Quranic issues is a subject worthy of attention. Mohammad
Shahrour is a new thinker who has presented a different meaning of
the Quranic word furgan. According to this theory, Furgan means the
ten commandments of the Torah, therefore, the purpose of proving
this point of view is cited for several reasons such as: the connection
of the verses based on the repetition of the word Furgan and the
semantic connection of some verses and the ten commandments. The
present research has analyzed and criticized the word Furgan from the
root, lexical, literary, Qur'anic and interpretative point of view with
analytical-critical method and further proved that the foundations of
Shahrour's theory in three lexical issues (lack of root connection and
The word Furgan and the Ten Commandments have some semantic,
literary (mistakes in distinguishing v and inflection and creating
redundant repetition) and interpretation (contradictions in the quantity
and quality of the cited verses and the Ten Commandments), so the
Quranic word Furgan cannot convey the meaning intended by
Shahrour.
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Introduction

Muhammad Shahriar (1938-2019) was a Syrian Qur'an researcher and
one of the modern religious thinkers of Sunni Islam. He earned his
engineering degree from Moscow University and then went to
Western Europe for further studies, eventually obtaining his master's
and doctoral degrees from a university in Ireland. He authored several
books in his specialized field of architecture (Fattani, n.d.: 5). Despite
lacking formal Islamic education or seminary training, Shahrir
published fourteen works on Qur'anic studies and Islamic studies
during his academic journey, presenting his main findings in a book
titled "al-Kitab wa al-Quran; Qira’ah Mu‘asirah.” This work contains
interpretations based on new human and empirical sciences in relation
to the Qur'an (Shahrir, n.d.: 36). Consequently, his new viewpoints
have generated controversies among Muslim scholars, resulting in a
variety of academic critiques and analyses of his thoughts and works,
mainly published in Arabic.

One of Shahrir's new viewpoints is his presentation of a different
meaning for the Qur'anic term "al-Furgan." According to this theory,
the meaning of "Furqan" in the Qur'an corresponds to the famous Ten
Commandments given by God to Moses in the Torah. By establishing
connections between Qur'anic verses from a linguistic and semantic
perspective, this modern thinker attempts to substantiate his viewpoint
(Shahrar, 2016: 58). Shahriir expands his theory, asserting that
morality and "Furqan" are interconnected, providing extensive reasons
to support this view in his works. In any case, providing an accurate
meaning of Qur'anic terms and preventing unscientific interpretations
as well as interpretations without proper foundations underscore the
necessity of the present research.

The research background indicates that although there are studies
in Arabic and Persian analyzing and critiquing Shahriir's linguistic and
interpretative ideas, including: 1. The book "Baydat al-Dik" by Yusuf
al-Saydawi, 2. The article "The Conceptualization of the Term ‘Rajm’
in the Holy Qur'an Based on Shahriir's Perspective" by Muhammad
Nabi Ahmadi, Elaheh Tamimi, and Mahdi Pourazar, 3. The article
"Linguistic Examination of Inheritance Verses from Shahrir's
Perspective” by Muhammad Nabi Ahmadi and Mahdi Pourazar, none
of these academic studies addressing the critiques and analyses of
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Shahriir's viewpoints have answered the questions posed in this
research.

Therefore, the present study aims to critically and analytically
examine the foundations used by Shahrir, such as referring to word
roots and establishing connections between Qur'anic verses. In this
context, this research will clarify Shahrtar's modern religious
perspective regarding "Furqan" and analyze and critique this
viewpoint from linguistic, grammatical, and interpretative
perspectives.

The research process in this current study will outline Shahrar's
viewpoint on the meaning of "Furqan" in detail and then analyze and
critique this new perspective on "Furgan" from linguistic, literary, and
interpretative angles.

Research Question(s)

1. What is Shahriir's claim regarding the term "Furgan" in the Qur'an,
and what are his sources and reasons for supporting his viewpoint?

2. What criticisms do Shahrir's arguments face from linguistic,
literary, and interpretative perspectives?

Background of the Research

The research background indicates that although there are studies in
Arabic and Persian analyzing and critiquing Shahrir's linguistic and
interpretive ideas, including: 1. The book "Baydat al-Dik" by Yusuf
al-Saydawi, 2. The article "The Conceptualization of the Term ‘Rajm’
in the Holy Qur'an Based on Shahriir's Perspective" by Muhammad
Nabi Ahmadi, Elaheh Tamimi, and Mahdi Pourazar, 3. The article
"Linguistic Examination of Inheritance Verses from Shahrir's
Perspective” by Muhammad Nabi Ahmadi and Mahdi Pourazar, none
of these academic studies addressing the critiques and analyses of
Shahrair's viewpoints have answered the questions posed in this
research.

Research Methodology

Therefore, the present study aims to employ an analytical-critical
approach to examine the foundations used by Shahrir, including
referrals to word roots and establishing connections between Qur'anic
verses. In this context, it will clarify Shahrtr's viewpoint regarding
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"Furqan" and analyze and critique this perspective from linguistic,
grammatical, and interpretative angles.

Research Results

1. From a root and linguistic perspective, the term "Furgan" does not
carry Shahrir's intended meaning; in other words, there is no
connection between "Furgan" and the Ten Commandments from this
view.

2. The examples of the Ten Commandments and the verses cited by
Shahrir, despite having some minor similarities, possess significant
qualitative and quantitative differences, and therefore cannot fully
support Shahriir's theory. For instance, several verses referenced (al-
An‘am/152) have no relation to the Ten Commandments.

3. Shahriir's viewpoints contain many grammatical mistakes that
contradict the basic principles of syntactic science. For example,
Shahrir often interprets "Waw" (and) in many instances to support his
opinion, which, when considering the context of the verses, reveals
numerous issues to interpreters and grammarians. Consequently, it
cannot be used to support any theory.

4. Shahrur's theory faces problems from the perspective of
interpretative principles. For instance, he utilizes the context of the
verses from Surah al-An‘am (151-153) to support his claim that the
Furqan was revealed in the month of Ramadan and during the Battle
of Badr. However, he overlooks the fact that earlier interpreters
focused solely on the Medinan revelation of these verses (without
referencing a specific event), which is different from the views of
some later interpreters who reject the Medinan revelation of certain
verses based on the unified context of Surah al-An‘am. Furthermore,
Shahriir does not provide any evidence or reasoning to offer a new
meaning for the term "Ayat" (natural phenomena) in verse 73 of Surah
al-Furqan. Yet, based on this new meaning, he claims that the term
refers to scientists of natural sciences. Thus, in addition to the lack of
verbal and meaningful indicators, both earlier and later interpreters
have identified the instances of the verses and the righteous based on
the context of the verses in Surah al-Furgan. However, it remains
unclear on what grounds Shahriir rejects the views of both groups of
interpreters.
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5. The overall result of the research indicates that Shahrir's
interpretations of the Quran are based on his specific hermeneutical
theory; thus, he does not give credibility to the understanding of the
intended meaning of the text (specifically in interpreting the Quran, he
does not grant legitimacy to the understanding of God's serious
intent). From the perspective of text interpretation, he believes in the
"Death of the author.” Therefore, from the viewpoint of traditional
interpretation and hermeneutics, his views are considered a form of
interpretation based on personal opinion.

Overall Result of the Research

From a root and linguistic perspective, the word Furgan does not carry
Shahriir's intended meaning; in other words, there is no connection
between Furqan and the Ten Commandments. The instances of the
Ten Commandments and the verses cited by Shahrtir, despite having
minor similarities, possess significant qualitative and quantitative
differences and, therefore, cannot fully support Shahrtir's theory.

Keywords: Furgan, Ten Commandments, Shahriir, General Furqan,
Specific Furqan.
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