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Abstract

This study investigates the evolution and semantic variation of the
particle "bar" in Persian prose from the 41/10" to the 6"/12" centuries
AH. This period witnessed significant transformations in grammatical
categories and the emergence of novel meanings, particularly within
the domain of particles, which is uniquely reflected in both exegetical
and non-exegetical works of the period. The heightened focus on
accurate translation and interpretation of the Quran during this era
spurred scholarly interest in these evolving grammatical features.
While subsequent scholarship has examined particles from various
perspectives, a comprehensive analysis of particles as grammatical
categories, their role in linguistic structures, semantic domain and
components, and the historical factors influencing their development,
as well as their role in the construction of irony, metaphor, and simile,
remains lacking, especially for this period of early Persian prose.

This research addresses this gap by employing a descriptive-
analytical methodology. The analysis draws upon a corpus of 51
volumes encompassing 11 exegetical and 4 non-exegetical works.
After identifying approximately 340 Persian particles with
multifaceted semantic components, the particle "bar" was chosen due
to its centrality in the aforementioned issues. Through library research
and statistical data analysis informed by grammatical principles, this
study explores the following: the syntactic function of "bar" within
various linguistic structures; the historical and contextual factors
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contributing to the formation of its semantic domains and
subcomponents; the influence of "bar" in constructing irony,
metonymy, and metaphor within the selected texts.

The findings reveal that authors employed both simple and
complex structures featuring "bar" to express their ideas and convey
Quranic and religious concepts. Moreover, the research suggests that
authors paid particular attention to the semantic components of this
particle, contributing to the preservation of Persian lexical purity by
limiting the influx of non-Persian particles. Exegetical sources played
a pivotal role in this regard, often overlooked in previous studies.
Additionally, these sources contributed significantly to the expansion
of verb meanings. The sources under discussion, with their social,
ethical, and historical themes, have successfully crafted engaging
prose with distinctive Persian characteristics by strategically
employing the particle "bar" and selecting its appropriate semantic
components. Beyond its extensive role in conceptualization and
creating secondary meanings, the rhetorical function of "bar" in
various constructions of metonymy, metaphor, and Irony is
noteworthy from a grammatical perspective. In particular, "bar"
serves as a pivotal tool in transforming metonymy into a prominent
and widely used secondary meaning creator. The analysis reveals that
both exegetical and non-exegetical sources have extensively utilized
metaphor, following metonymy. Non-exegetical sources, in particular,
have effectively employed metaphor to create vivid mental and
abstract imagery, ensuring the enduring nature of their works. lrony
emerges as the second most significant secondary meaning creator,
enabling non-exegetical sources to enhance the imaginative and
literary aspects of their prose through the use of "bar."

A distinctive feature of this research is the identification of 45
interconnected semantic components associated with the particle
"bar." The sheer number of these components surpasses those found
in existing dictionaries, grammar books, and previous studies. Another
significant novelty is the determination of the works and contexts
related to the grammaticalization of these components within the
sources under discussion, given their antiquity. Moreover, this study
introduces another novel and noteworthy aspect, namely, the
identification of various domains associated with "bar,” including
location, responsibility, attribution, and others, which are
predominantly abstract.
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Additional novelties of this research include the presentation of
diverse data on the application of semantic components in each of the
exegetical and non-exegetical sources. Furthermore, the study
provides percentages for the use of "bar™ in metonymy, metaphor, and
irony, as well as a comparative table illustrating these percentages.

Keywords: Preposition “bar”, Semantic components, Semantic fields,
Allegory, Metaphor.
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