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Abstract

In Persian literature, the romantic gaze and perspective of lovers, especially in the story of Layla and
Majnun, is a recurrent theme. This article seeks to compare the poetic narratives put forth by Attar
and Jami with the visual representation in Jami's "Haft Orang" manuscript. The comparison between
these narratives is explored, focusing on the pivotal moment of the lovers' encounter. Attar
accentuates the union and Majnun's well-being, whereas Jami offers a more detailed portrayal of
Layla and Majnun's eye contact and Majnun's loss of consciousness. The visual portrayal illustrates
Majnun's arrival at Layla's tent but does not depict their meeting gaze. The research method employed
in this study is descriptive-analytic, drawing upon library resources and manuscripts for analysis. The
findings reveal that both poets adapt the tale according to their individual poetic styles, with notable
variations in form and content. In Attar's text, the climax is the union of the lovers, with an emphasis
on Majnun's well-being and his loss of consciousness. Jami's narrative, on the other hand, includes
more details about Layla recognizing Majnun, their eye contact, and Majnun losing consciousness.
Attar's narrative culminates in a sarcastic exchange, emphasizing Majnun's sacrificial devotion.
Conversely, Jami's narrative describes the lovers' meeting up until dawn and then reverts back to the
metaphor of returning to their original state. The visual portrayal depicts Layla's tent situated in a
tranquil space, encircled by flowers and rocks, with Majnun concealed among the flora. The painting
captures the instant when Majnun, disguised as a shepherd, arrives at Layla's tent and gazes at Layla,
who is tenderly caressing a lamb. The interplay between human, floral, and fauna motifs symbolizes
unity and the notion of existence. Notably, the painter illustrates Majnun's arrival but does not depict
the meeting gaze of the lovers, differentiating from Jami's narrative.

Keyword: The Romantic Gaze; Layla and Majnun; Attar; Jami; Ibrahim
Mirza's Haft Awrang.
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