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Abstract

The utilization of allusions and their implementation create evocative and
diverse styles. Poets derive inspiration from religious, historical, mythical, and
epic thoughts and motifs, and Attar is among the poets who frequently
incorporate religious allusions. However, he does not neglect epics and myths
in his works. In a manner consistent with the Sufistic tradition, Attar has
interpreted and offered his perspectives on the letters and titles of the prophets
based on his inclinations, preferences, and needs. The works of Attar feature
a conspicuous utilization of religious allusions pertaining to the story of
Prophet Yusuf (AS) and epic allusions derived from the narrative of Rostam.
This descriptive-analytical investigation endeavors to scrutinize the
interpretations of the aforementioned stories in Attar's Collection. It seeks to
address the question of the extent and manner in which Attar has interpreted
these two narratives. Furthermore, the crypto-allegorical foundation of Attar's
Masnavi strengthens the assumption of hermeneutics within his works. The
research reveals that Attar's interpretations of these two narratives are
occasionally surface-level, and they possess an educational inclination in three
realms: words, personalities, and the overall story (often diverging or
contravening the original meanings). Attar artfully employs epic and
mysticism as dual facets of Iranian identity, revealing that while mysticism
endures, the sixth-seventh century still harbors an indomitable epic spirit,
reflecting the thoughts and imaginations of the populace, and their yearnings.
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