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Abstract

In the realm of Persian literature, there exist certain anecdotes that share a
similar structural framework with other comparable anecdotes, yet exhibit
distinct themes. The content of these anecdotes tends to critique a particular
aspect of religion. These anecdotes are associated with specific time periods
and utilize a variety of speakers, while their shared structure allows the reader
to recognize the overarching system that underpinning these anecdotes. In this
essay, employing the structuralism school and the Propp approach within the
field of folk-tale morphology, we will initially delve into the structural
dissection of these anecdotes. Subsequently, we investigate and analyze the
relationship between the surface structure of these anecdotes and their
inherent, underlying (societal and religious) structure. The outcome of this
analysis reveals that these anecdotes stem from a hierarchical system that,
based on the notion of blameworthiness, utilizes the principles of
magnanimity to fault the friends in order to educate the antagonists and
encourage them to follow the proper path.
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