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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

There is no doubt that mystical experiences are attainable for mystics
on the path of mysticism. The person of the mystic and the audience
of the thoughts and sensory experiences of the mystics, according to
personal perceptions, present these experiences. One of the levers that
can be used to provide experience is "interpretation”. Undoubtedly,
"interpretation™ plays a key role in introducing mystical experiences.
Both Katz and Stace acknowledge the role that interpretation plays in
presenting mystical thoughts and experiences. The difference that can
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be seen in their views is based on the fact that "Katz" considers the

acquisition of mystical experience, like other types of experience, to
be made of the cultural and social contexts that the mystic has in that
environment. He considers all experiences to be processed through
very complex knowledge pathways that are obtained organizationally
for seekers and pilgrims according to their life background. But
"Stace" believes that mystical experiences and states basically appear
in the same way all over the world despite differences in cultures and
living environments and various religious institutions. He considers
attaining mystical states and experiences to be the transcendental
experience, which can be obtained without any intermediary. Based
on the views of "Ketz" and "Stace", this article discusses how mystical
experiences are formed and how to report them, which are presented
with different interpretations.

2. Literature Review

In his book “Mysticism and Philosophy,” Estes discusses the status of
mystical experiences, the methods of reporting, and the language used
to convey experiences. Regarding the relationship between
“interpretation” and “experience,” he believes that each of these two
Is in some way complementary and proves the existence of the other,
and one cannot be accepted without the existence of the other,
Although they are different, they cannot be separated. “We cannot
have a sensory experience that is completely free from any
interpretation.” (Stace, 1401: 21).

In his book "The Contextuality of Mystical Experiences”, "Katz" has
pointed out the direct relationship between “interpretation" and
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mystical experiences. To understand mysticism, it is not enough to

only report after the experience, experience also carries concepts that
always shape the mystic's experience, like the form in which the report
occurs.

The article “Formalistic Analysis of Mystical Language: Its
Prerequisites and Consequences” written by Seyyed Ali Asghar
Mirbagherifard and Masoud Algoneh Jungani in 2011 discusses the
formality of language and its prerequisites. It believes that mystical
language can be conveyed through artistic and literary statements. He
considers artistic language to be the best function for the axis of
substitution along with proximity patterns. The authors, considering
the perspective of “Hojviri”, have assumed the expressive as a
transition that the interpretations, when the seeker has been accepted,
pass through the invisible side of experience without awareness and
are manifested in the visible side in the form of a phrase.

In his article “A Study, Comparison, and Evaluation of the
Structuralism of Katz and Proudhon on the Nature of Mystical
Experience,” published in 2014, Masoud Esmaili discusses the
differences in the insights and perceptions of “essentialists” and
“structuralists.” He believes that given the change in the acquisition
of mystical experience in these two groups, it is clear that the
interpretation of those experiences will also be different.

Morteza Haidari (2015) in his article “A Study of the Legal-Mystical
Thoughts Reflected by Alphabetic Symbolism in the Divan of Iranian
Mystics,” after examining linguistic and phonetic systems and...
Considers symbolic language to be the best means of expressing and
reporting mystical secrets. He has examined mystical concepts with
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alphabetic symbolism in the Divan of Mystics. He considers

familiarity with the language of symbolism to be inevitable. Because
the mysterious language of mystics is full of allegorical and symbolic
mystical expression.

3. Methodology

In this study, by examining the thoughts and opinions of "Kats" and
"Stace" using authoritative books they have written in this field, it
analyzes and compares how "interpretation™ is related to the
expression of mystical experiences and evaluates this issue from the
perspective of the two experts. This study examines the existence of
mystical experience, as well as the factors that form it and the ways in
which experiences are transmitted. In a way, it has examined the
beliefs of two schools of thought. This study can facilitate the
audience's greater familiarity with mystical experiences and the types
of their transmission to human society.

4. Results

Some points have been written about how mystical experiences are
formed and the ways in which mystics present them. “Interpretation”
is one of the most important foundations that can play an important
role in conveying mystical concepts. Therefore, two important
perspectives that arise from two different schools of thought have been
addressed. In the meantime, by examining and presenting the
viewpoints of two researchers (Katz and Stace) who have conducted
research in the field of mysticism and mystical experiences, acommon
point was reached that expression, manner of expression, time of
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expression, place of expression, etc. are clearly involved in the

perception of mystical experience. The intervention of
“interpretation” is so great that it can transform mystical experiences
into different types and create various mystical life flows in the
multitude of believing seekers.

Stace believes that whatever mystics say is nothing but their mystical
experience. He considers the statements of mystics to be the criterion
for the existence of mystical experience. Even though he does not
consider feeling and interpretation to be separate, he introduces each
of interpretation and feeling as two valid and distinct sources. He
believes that sometimes interpretations, due to their difference from
sensory experience - on the part of the phrase-teller - can provide a
false interpretation. With this view, he considers "interpretation” to be
one of the most important characteristics of the existence of mystical
experience.

In contrast, "Katz" believes that the way of expressing "interpretation™
changes in different religions and sects, and it is this power of
"interpretation™ that shows the existence of mystical experiences in
various forms. What is interpreted will certainly not be the entire
experience received by the mystic; since the interpretations are diverse
- according to cultural and environmental types, etc. - and what is
introduced as mystical experience certainly does not fit into the phrase
in all subjects. The way, in which the types of mystical experiences
appear depends on the types of interpretations of the mystic and the
audience (readers and listeners) of his words, otherwise the principle
of formation and existence of mystical experience for the travelers of
this path is the same, considering the reflections presented by the
mystics. In other words, sensory experience, apart from the various
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interpretations, is an existing and unadulterated principle. The issue

that changes the identity of mystical experience is the interpretations
presented regarding that experience, and what makes mystical
experience variable in different groups of believers is the existence of
interpretation, not the acquisition of experience.

Keywords: Stace, Mystical experience, Interpretation. Katz,
Mysticism.
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