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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Death remains an enduring enigma that has consistently fascinated
human thought throughout history. It can be affirmed that it has
always been a central focus for philosophers, the doctrines of all major
religions, and various groups, including mystics and poets. Different
perspectives emerge on death, with philosophers, mystics, and poets
offering diverse insights into its nature. It is deeply challenging to
come to terms with the realization that a day will come when you must
relinquish all relationships and embark on a journey to an unknown
destination. This matter has consistently been a significant concern for
individuals of various generations, and there have been diverse
responses and ways of dealing with it. As a result, varying opinions
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have been formed. This matter has been comprehensively examined
within a range of disciplines, including literature, philosophy, and
mysticism, with each domain articulating its own unique perspective
through different methodologies.

Within Persian literature, three main perspectives can be discerned
concerning death: Firstly, some poets and writers approach death
realistically, viewing life and death as two sides of the same coin, and
while appreciating the blessings of this world, they concurrently
ensure their well-being in the hereafter during their lifetime. Saadi is
an exemplar of this approach. Nasser Khosrow's poetry reflects a
marked indifference towards death, and he does not shy away from
confronting it head-on.

The second perspective towards death in Persian literature is
characterized by a sense of animosity and a quest to overcome it by
seizing opportunities and seeking joy. Omar Khayyam is a prominent
representative of this group, and like Khayyam, Ferdowsh approaches
the subject with profound wisdom, offering multiple philosophical
insights about death. This contemplation is often expressed as a fear
of death and a desire to avoid it.

The third group, comprised of those who extol death, includes
mystics, who constitute the majority in embracing these views on
death. In their worldview, death is perceived as a path to human
perfection and excellence, with Rumi being the preeminent
representative of this group. A recurring motif in Rumi's writings is
the contemplation of death and his distinctive approach to this topic.
Another mystic poet who glorifies death and adopts a romantic stance
towards it is Bidel Dehlavi.

It can be confidently stated that among Persian-speaking poets, there
Is an outstanding figure who has expressed profound thoughts about
death with an unrivaled love and affection: Bidel. No other poet has
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approached this subject with such fervor or crafted such beautiful and
compelling interpretations. As a result, every year on the anniversary
of Bidel's passing, a ceremony known as Urs is held, much like the
commemoration of Rumi's death. Urs symbolises the enduring bond
between Rumi and Bidel, who share an everlasting love for their
divine beloved. On that day, the devoted followers and enthusiasts of
these two fervent souls gather together to celebrate and share their
joyous sentiments.

2. Literature review

A comprehensive review of the context surrounding the current
research revealed that, although there have been in-depth explorations
of the theme of death within Persian literature, there has been a notable
absence of specific studies dedicated to death as conveyed in Bidel’s
poetry. The study with the most profound insights in this regard is as
follows: In his article “Three Views of Death in Persian Literature,"
Fallah (2008) investigated three particular perspectives and
interpretations of death.

In the study "Fear of Death in Attar's Works," Rahimian and Jabareh
Nasero (2010) examined the causes leading to the fear of death, as
perceived by Attar. Afrasiabi (2009) also researched the perspectives
in the field of mysticism and mythology in his article "Mysticism and
Mythology of Death." Kamari & Farrokhzad (2018) in their paper
“The nature of death and the goals of death praise from the point of
view of Rumi” explored the reasons for death as understood by Rumi.
Vajdani (2010) concentrated her research in the study “The Image of
Death in the Poetry of Ferdowsi and Nasser Khosrow" on the
intellectual reflections of both Ferdowsi and Nasser Khosrow.
Mashaikh Kandeskala, Norouz, Shabani and Fakhr Islam (2021) in
"Components of death thought in contemporary poetry” (1401)
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examined this theme within the works of numerous modern poets,
including Shahriar, Tolli, Shamlou, Kasraei, Rahmani, and others. The
importance of death in Bidel’s writings, along with the various artistic
interpretations in his works, underscores the necessity for independent
and scientific research in this field, particularly given the existing lack
of such studies.

3. Methodology

In this research, the author has systematically categorized and studied
Bidel's fondness for death and the associated imagery within his
sonnets, based on Seyyed Mehdi Tabatabai’s revisions. This
investigation adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, grounded in
library research.

4. Conclusion

The poet Bidel Dehlavi can be described as an existentialist who
wholeheartedly embraces the concept of death without fear. Guided
by the profound insights he has gained, he approaches this topic with
a romantic outlook, viewing death as a pivotal element in the
evolutionary cycle. Consequentially, his works often exhibit a deep
appreciation for death, portrayed through a multitude of vivid and
inventive imagery.

Bidel Dehlavi employs a variety of artistic and literary techniques to
articulate his views on death. In furthering this ambition, he
sometimes incorporates the following compounds, which reflect the
significance of death in Bidel’s perspective: Khumstan-e Fana ot.=)

(1, Shogh-e Fana (s G,2), Bazm-e Fana (i ¢ ;), Entezare-e Fana )

(s, parvaz-e Fana (u i, ,), Ghasre-e Fana (1 ,.23), Sajdah-e Fana sas.)
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(ts, Malk-e Fana (ws ¢SL), Fana Moshtaq (5l:. ts), Fana Amadeh )
(esLT, Fana Taalim (. 1) and so forth.

On occasions, in an effort to render his fascination with death more
objective, he uses imagery that not only illuminates Bidel’s
perspective on death but also presents its desirability in a powerful
and artistic manner.

From this perspective, Bidel makes use of a variety of imagery, such
as simile, metaphor, and irony, to vividly capture death as freedom
from imprisonment, self-realization, elevation, concentration, the
unification of disparate elements (like drops, bubbles, foam, waves)
into a cohesive whole (the sea), a state of intoxication, an experience
of distancing, liberation from burdens, akin to polishing a dulled
mirror or piercing one's vision (Totiyay-e chashm (r.:% b ), the wise

doctor, nourishment of a person trapped in the desert, the acquisition
of wealth, the playing of a forsaken instrument, dancing, the
attainment of eternal salvation, reaching the destination, the breeze
that makes the bud blossom, unraveling a mystery, Breaking the limits
and hatching, eternal survival, purification of the self from sins and
etc.

In Bidel's poetical creations, the imagery of death derives from two
principal sources. These representations encompass themes of
liberation from confinement, integration of the individual into the
whole, ascension and transcendence, procurement of a state of
salvation, and self-purification from misdeeds. Bidel's portrayal of
death is profoundly influenced by his beliefs, including Islamic and
mystical proverbs, which he adeptly weaves into his singular poetic
perspective, resulting in profound and gripping representations of
death. Certain images exhibit a unique and personalized approach,
reflecting his distinctive and Indian-inspired poetical style.
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This style interprets various phenomena to elucidate his mystical
reflections. Among these images are motifs such as the act of
polishing a mirror, the piercing gaze, an abandoned musical
instrument, and the gestures of dancing and waving hands, among
others.

Keywords: Bidel Dehlavi; Death-Loving; Evolution; Illustration.
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