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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The roots of mysticism and Sufism can be traced back to Greater
Khorasan, where they have garnered legions of adherents throughout
history. The centuries-old tradition of mystical and Sufi literature has
remained unbroken in Afghanistan, while numerous Sufi orders and
sects continue to flourish in the region. Despite the trials the nation

* Corresponding Author: rone@hum.ikiu.ac.ir

How to Cite: Arwinpoor, T., Rone, M. (2024). Analysis of the Reflection of "Unity
of Being" and "Unity of Witnessing" in the Poems of MahmaGhaznavi, Mastan
Shah Kabuli, and Haydari Wujoodi*. Mysticism in Persian Literature, Vol. 3, No. 6,
173 - 214. doi: 10.22054/MSIL.2025.82547.1150

PRESS

Original Research

Accepted: 11/01/2025

Received: 29/06/2024

EISSN: 2821-0751 ISSN: 2821-0743


mailto:ssmontazery@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8136-9445
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7775-8934

Fall & Winter 2024 | Vol. 3 | No. 6 | Mysticism in Persian Literature | 174

has faced in recent times, the practice of Sufism and the lodge-based
culture (Khangah) persist within Afghanistan’s borders.

In Afghanistan, despite the range of mystic inclinations, two
influential trends emerge, namely traditionalist Sufism and
Maraboutism. The former is predominantly followed by the adherents
of the Naqgshbandi order, while the latter is more pervasive amongst
the proponents of the Qadiri order (Rawa, 1989; Esmatollahi et al.,
1999). The most commonly observed Sufi orders in Afghanistan are
the Nagshbandi, Qadiri, Chishti, and Suhrawardi. While these have a
larger following in the nation, some other less prominent orders such
as the Khalwatiya, Shaziliya, and Nurbakhshiya retain a small number
of followers in certain regions of the country (Mohammadi, 2015).
Alongside their political, social, and Khangah-related activities,
contemporary Afghan Sufis have also played a significant role in the
cultural and literary realm. They have endeavored to articulate the
experience of closeness and love for God in a refined and eloquent
poetic language, seeking to connect with the wider population.
Perhaps this is why people often recite their poetry in the form of
songs and music, thereby popularizing it even among the illiterate
masses (Farmigan, 2005). The mystical traditions of Sufi literature
have left an indelible mark on contemporary Persian poetry in
Afghanistan. Poets such as Khalifa Mohammad Mahma Ghaznavi,
Majnoon Shah Kabuli, Mastan Shah Kabuli, Mohammad Anwar
Bismil, Qari Abdullah, Abdulhag Bitab, Mir Gholam Hazrat Shaeq
Jamal, Gholam Nabi Ashqari, and Gholam Haydar Haydari Wujud?
have all infused their works with these mystically-inspired themes.
Khalifa Mohammad, who used the pen name "Mohma Ghaznavi", was
a contemporary mystic poet who was born in the fortress of Eshrat, a
village located south of Old Ghazni City, in 1302 AH. After
completing elementary and religious studies in his hometown, he
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devoted his life to mysticism and Sufism, eventually becoming a
follower of the Nagshbandi Sufi order and a devoted disciple of
Khwaja Mohammad Ghaznavi (Mousavi, 2020).

Mohma Ghaznavi's works encompass Ghazals with themes of
mysticism and Sufism, which he often based on the style of Hafez
Shirazi. His repertoire also includes eulogies for the kings and rulers
of his era, along with a few Rubaiyat and Mukhammas in his divan.
Despite some of his works showing weaknesses in prosody and
containing errors, such weaknesses are typical of poetry in general.
His Divan, titled Golzar-e-Wahdat, was published due to the efforts
of Din Mohammad Omryar. Mohma passed away in 1342 AH, being
laid to rest near his spiritual mentor, Khalifa Khwaja Mohammad
Ghaznavi, at Ghazni.

Khwaja Mastan Ali Shah Kabuli Chishti, commonly known as "Pir
Dastgir”, was a mystic and poet born in Kabul, though the specific
date of his birth remains unclear. His lineage can be traced back to the
renowned 14th-century mystic, Mir Sayyed Ali Hamadani (Authors'
Group, 2007). Mastan Shah began his religious education in Kabul,
joining the Chishti order due to his family's prominent position within
it. Under the tutelage of masters such as Mowlana Mohammad Osman
Padkhwabi, Shah Niaz Ahmad Barelvi, and other Khurasani sheikhs,
he gradually ascended to a position of leadership within the order
(Mousavi, 2020; Kabuli, 2008).

Mastan Shah's writings, generally in the style of the Iragi school and
consisting mainly of Ghazals, center on mystical and Sufi themes. His
works encompass the following titles: Atashkada-e Wahdat, Divan-e
Sani, Masnavi Yusef-o-Zuleikha, Masnavi Bahr-al-Asrar, Siraj-al-
Salehin, Atashkada-e Asrar (a series of forty secrets), and some
treatises on Sufism (Hisarian, 2021). During the reign of Amir
Habibullah Khan, the growing influence of Mastan Shah may have
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inspired the ruler to exile him, possibly out of fear. Mastan Shah spent
time in various cities in Pakistan, the Kashmir region, and finally,
Delhi, where he passed away in 1293 AH (Mousavi, 2020).

Gholam Haydar, known by his pen-name "Haydari Wujoodi," was
born in 1939 in the village of Kut Bazaarak, Panjshir, to father Molla
Shafiullah Panjshiri. Haydar developed an appreciation for the works
of significant Persian poets through his education at school, which
included studying the Quran and figh (Monis, 2011b, p. 282). He was
motivated to begin writing poetry after having a dream in the fifth
grade in which he read a verse (Mawlaie, 2021).

Haydar's career took a positive turn during his time at the poetry
society founded in the Ministry of Education. There, he received
invaluable guidance from influential poets such as Sufi Gholam Nabi
Ashqari, Shaeq Jamal, Abdul Hamid Asir, Khal Mohammad Khasta,
and others. Despite the society's eventual dissolution, Haydar
continued to excel in his career, becoming the head of the press and
journals division at Kabul's public library, a position he held until
1996 when he left Afghanistan due to unfavorable circumstances.
Following his brief period in Peshawar, Haydar established a
gathering to teach Masnavi (a long epic poem). In 2002, he returned
to Kabul and resumed his work at the public library, where he
analyzed and explained the Masnavi-e Ma'navi, Bedil's Ghazals, and
other significant mystical and Sufi works. In 2004, Haydar's cultural
achievements earned him the title "Najm-al-Orfa" bestowed upon him
by Afghan cultural exiles.

As a Nagshbandi Sufi, Haydari Wujoodi admired and respected all
Sufi schools and their leaders. In his poetry, he drew inspiration from
Rumi and Bedil, employing a straightforward and uncomplicated style
that avoided convoluted linguistic and conceptual intricacies.
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Before being compiled into a divan in 2015, Haydari Wujoodi's poetry
was initially featured in various journals. Haydari Wujoodi's other
works include poetic adaptations of poetry by Nizami Ganjavi, select
Ghazals by Shaeq Jamal, Del-e Nalan, and chosen pieces from Sufi
Eagqari, along with the "Az Khak ta Aflag-e Eshq,"” the "Divan of Sufi
Eshqari,” a collection of selected Ghazals from Vasil Kabuli to Wasif
Bakhteri, and commentaries on "Asrar-e Khodi" and "Ramuz-e
Bekhodi." (Arianfar, 2013: 149-150). Haydari Wujoodi, the
celebrated Afghan mystic and poet, passed away on June 10, 2020, at
the age of 81, in Kabul, due to complications from COVID-19.

This article provides an analysis of how the dual central themes of
Islamic mysticism—Unity of Being and Unity of Witnessing—are
mirrored in the poetic compositions of Khalifa Mohammad Mohma
Ghaznavi, Mastan Shah Kabuli, and Gholam Haydar Haydari
Wujoodi. Additionally, this study delves into the unique perspectives
of these poets concerning these pivotal concepts.

2. Literature Review

While some researchers have investigated mystical and Sufi principles
in modern Afghan poetry, studies on the works of the mentioned poets
have been scarce. Most existing research either provides fleeting
references to this topic or focuses on biographical information about
the poets, rather than deeply exploring the mystical and Sufi themes
present in their poetry. The published works such as "The Golden
Rays: A Biography of Ghazni Mystics" by Mohammad Akbar Sana
Ghaznavi (2001) and "Sufism in Contemporary Afganistan” by
Seyyed Jamaluddin Mousavi (2020) primarily concentrate on the
biographies and artistic works of Khalifa Mohammad Mahma
Ghaznavi, Mastan Shah Kabuli, and Haydari Wujoodi.
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In "The Second Set of Twenty Articles” (2009) by Mohammad
Hossein Yamin, there is an introduction to some contemporary
mystical poets, prominently including Mir Gholam Hazrat Shayiq
Jamal and Gholam Haydar Haydari Wujoodi. Yamin examines their
writing techniques, which encompass linguistic and conceptual
aspects. In a similar vein, Mohammad Matin Monis, in "Mysticism
and Sufism in the Poetry of Contemporary Mystics" (2011),
underlines the qualities of Sufi poetry and investigates Haydari
Wujoodi's specific poetic attributes.

In her book titled "The Perception of Mysticism in Contemporary
Poetry of Afghanistan” (2015) by Gulnesa Mohammadi, the author
explores the role of mysticism in Afghan poetry over the last century.
The book highlights the incorporation of mystical concepts in the
works of Mohammad Anwar Basmil, Qari Abdullah, Sufi Abdulhag
Bitab, and Sufi Ashqgari. Despite admitting the challenges in accessing
sufficient resources, the author strives for a comprehensive analysis.

The book "A Sun amidst Shadows" (2021), written by Mohammad
Sarwar Mawlaie, includes a brief introduction to the thoughts and
poetic features of Haydari Wujoodi. Additionally, several articles,
such as "A Look at Certain Features of Haidari Wujoodi's Poetry"
(2004) by Abdul Qayoum Qoyum, examine various rhetorical and
linguistic aspects of Haydari Wujoodi's poetry.

The literature review reveals that past research has primarily focused
on providing biographical sketches or descriptive features of the
works of Afghan mystical poets. However, there has not been a
comprehensive study that has analyzed the pivotal mystical themes of
Unity of Being and Unity of Witnessing in the poetry of Khalifa
Mohammad Mahma Ghaznavi, Mastan Shah Kabuli, and Gholam
Haidar Haidari Wujoodi.
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3. Conclusion

While addressing political, social, ethical, and national themes,
Afghan poets have also given considerable attention to mysticism and
Sufism. Notable mystical themes such as the Unity of Being and the
Unity of Witnessing are prevalent in the poetry of modern Sufi poets
like Khalifa Mohammad Mahma Ghaznavi, Mastan Shah Kabuli, and
Gholam Haydar Wujoodi. Nevertheless, variations and similarities
can be noted in the manner in which these themes are expressed in
their poetry. For instance:

Khalifa Mohammad Mahma Ghaznavi adopts diverse metaphors and
similes to depict the Unity of Being and Unity of Witnessing as having
the same essence, viewing the latter as the tangible embodiment of the
former. According to his perspective, existence is a monistic entity
that reveals itself in manifold forms within the realm of plurality.
Ghaznavi firmly believes in the omnipresence of the Divine
throughout the universe and utilizes similes such as "body and soul"
and "ocean and wave" to elucidate his thoughts. Furthermore, he
supports the unity of the mystic and the known, as well as the lover
and the beloved, stressing that while they may seem separate
externally, they are unified internally. Ghaznavi posits that through
the lens of love and enlightened perception, one can fathom the Divine
manifestations and discern the essence of existence. He regards the
accomplishment of Unity of Witnessing as a spiritual phase that
follows annihilation (fana).

Mastan Shah Kabuli considers the Unity of Being as the foundational
element and the Unity of Witnessing as its offshoot, positing that
realizing and perceiving the Divine is achievable through both paths.
He shares a similar viewpoint with Mahma, recognizing the
omnipresence of the Divine and describing God as the First and the
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Last, the Manifest, and the Concealed. Mastan Shah regards duality as
a manifestation of polytheism, rooted in self-centeredness and
individuality. According to him, achieving a comprehension of the
Unity of Being necessitates relinquishing these qualities. For Mastan
Shah, the human soul is a fragment severed from its essence and
destined to return to its source. He utilizes Quranic verses and
allegories such as "sea and water," "drop and ocean," and "particle and
sun" to articulate this truth. He asserts that the Divine is the pinnacle
agent behind human actions and that humans serve as a mirror
reflecting the Divine essence. Mastan Shah further asserts that only a
flawless mystic can perceive the existential and perceptual
manifestations of the Divine with the "eye of eternity."

Haydari Wujoodi, in a similar manner, delves into the themes of Unity
of Being and Unity of Witnessing through the use of analogies,
employing particularly similes, stressing that gaining and
apprehending the Divine is achievable only through existential
knowledge and perceptual enlightenment, which facilitate a profound
connection between the seeker and the core essence of truth beyond
merely intellectual contemplation. In Haydari Wujoodi's perspective,
existence is a monistic entity, and multiplicity and dualism are
illusions stemming from human misperception and the tangible realm.
He regards all beings and objects as interconnected, separated only
within the domain of plurality, and destined to return to their source
eventually. Haydari Wujoodi employs metaphors such as "drop and
ocean," "particle and sun," "alive and dead," "light and fire," “bright
and dark,” "shadow and sunlight," “color and fragrance," and "body
and soul" to shed light on the Unity of Existence and Multiplicity. He
contends that the attributes of Divine beauty are manifested
throughout the universe, but solely through the “inner eye" or
perceptual realization can one grasp this truth. According to Haydari,
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only those who annihilate their own attributes and embody the traits
of the Divine, while simultaneously purifying the mirror of their
hearts, are deemed worthy to witness this elusive mystical reality.

Keywords: Mystical Poetry, Unity of Existance, Unity of
intuition, Heydari VVogjoudi, Mahma Ghaznavi, Mastanshah
Kabuli
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