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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Emmanuel Levinas's philosophy advocates for responsibility towards
the Other as a means to overcome egocentrism and cultivate ethical
living, especially in an era marked by individualistic tendencies and a
focus on individual identity. In Levinas's philosophy, the foundation
of ethics lies in acknowledging the Other's irreducible existence
beyond the self, as well as the absence of reciprocity. Levinas links
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the ultimate alterity of the Other to the concept of Infinity, where
thought encounters something wholly external to the thinking subject
and possesses a profound otherness. The idea of the encounter with an
infinite and unattainable truth, sought purely for its own sake without
any expectation of reward, is not unique to Levinas but can also be
found in the mystical love tradition of Iranian Sufism, particularly in
the works of thinkers such as Ayn al-Qozat Hamadani. This thought
has a profound connection with the Sufi concept of 'fana’, the
annihilation of self in the presence of the divine.

This article highlights the parallels between Levinas's philosophy and
Ayn al-Qozat's 'Tamhidat, specifically examining how both
frameworks address the relationship with the Infinite Other, or God,
and the responsibilities that arise from this connection.

Research Question(s)

This study aims to address two fundamental questions:

» To what extent does the portrayal of God in "Tamhidat' correlate
with Levinas's notion of the Infinite Other?

« What parallels and divergences exist between the mystically
amorous relationship with God in Ayn al-Qozat's teachings and the
Levinas-inspired ethical relations?

2. Literature Review

In recent years, an abundance of studies have examined the concept of
the Other in various Persian literary texts. However, research
employing Levinas's philosophical perspectives has been relatively
sparse. Some significant works in this field include:"Representation
of ‘The Other’ in Mathnavi Manavi", "Comparative Study of the
Concept of the Other in Levinas' Philosophy and the Beloved in



217 | Mobasheri & Mollaheydar Ali Moazzen | Comparing the concept of ...

Hafez's Poetry", "A Comparative Study of the ‘Phenomenon of Sleep’
Fear from the Viewpoint of Emmanuel Levinas and Rumi's Mystical
Thoughts with Emphasis on Shams Ghazals", and " Exploring the
Representation of the Thoughts of Emmanuel Levinas in the
Philosophical Novel Mosul, Without Parichehr by Hossein
Ghassami”.

Furthermore, various articles have examined the position of God as
the Levinasian Other and the interplay between ethics and theology in
Levinas’s philosophy, including the articles ‘The Place of Illeity: How
God is Described by Emmanuel Levinas’ and ‘The Relationship
Between Ethics and Theology from Levinas’s Philosophy
Perspective’. However, to date, no research has delved into the
concept of the Other as described by Levinas and its manifestation in
Ayn al-Qozat’s ‘Tamhidat’.

3. Methodology

This research utilizes content analysis, drawing primarily on library-
based resources. First, the concept of the Infinite Other and the
features of the relationship with it in Levinas’s ethical philosophy are
scrutinized. Subsequently, the relationship between the mystic and
God in ‘Tamhidat’ is elucidated and juxtaposed within these
philosophical premises.

4. Results

At first glance, the relationship between the mystic and God may
appear markedly different from the one between the Levinasian
subject and the infinite 'Other." Mystics, for instance, conceptualize
God as absolute and unconditioned existence, just as Ayn al-Qozat
portrays God as the source and basis of all beings. On the other hand,
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Levinas views God as transcending essence and substance. Despite
these differences, the constructed image of the infinite 'Other' and God
in Ayn al-Qozat's mystical thought share common ground in the
following fundamental principle:

1. Otherness: Both Levinas and Ayn al-Qozat underscore the
otherness and infinity of God (the Other). Levinas introduces the
Other as utterly beyond the self's grasp, necessitating that it be
preserved in its irreducible strangeness. Similarly, Ayn al-Qozat
perceives God as an absolute and unattainably distant existence that
can only be approached but never truly united with, even through
proximity and self-annihilation.

2. Knowledge and Domination: Levinas views knowledge as a form
of domination and violence. Even though mysticism is defined by the
term "knowledge," this knowledge doesn't aim to comprehend God as
part of the mystic's world; it seeks to acquire divine ethics. In this
regard, Ayn al-Qozat uses the phrase "araftu rabbi bi-rabbi" (I knew
my Lord through my Lord) to describe this type of understanding.

3. Face: Both thinkers hold the perspective that the face of the Other,
or the manifestation of the beloved, is beyond sensory perception and
direct description; it is never fully comprehended or possessed and can
only be witnessed through an inward and indirect experience.

4. Name: Another aspect of the mystique surrounding the face of the
Other pertains to the concealment of its name from the subject. In
mysticism, the greatest name of God possesses this quality of mystery.
5. Towards God: Levinas employs the phrase "towards God" instead
of simply using the term "God" to convey that God cannot be fully
attained but can be approached through a perpetual desire for the
Infinite. In a similar vein, Ayn al-Qozat underlines the state of
spiritual poverty (fagr), mirrored in the insatiable human need for
God.
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6. Illleity: In Levinas's philosophy, the term "illeity" encapsulates the
God's otherness, which he interprets as the voice of conscience within
the subject. Similarly, mysticism places special significance on the
heart as the site where the mystic hears God’s call—referred to by Ayn
al-Qozat as the House of God (Bayt Allah).

7. Heteronomy: Ayn al-Qozat asserts that the seeker must prioritize
God’s will over their own egocentric desires. In Levinas’s philosophy,
this unselfish attitude is referred to as “heteronomy,” wherein
responsibility towards the Other takes precedence over self-
determination.

8. Responsibility: In Levinas's philosophy, "Responsibility”" plays a
central role, closely linked to the idea of selfless service. According
to him, this responsibility precedes thought, will, and ability. Ayn al-
Qozat's portrayal of the eternal and unbreakable covenant with God
resonates strongly with Levinas’s conception of responsibility.

9. Contentment and Objecthood: Levinas contends that the subject
becomes an object in the encounter with the Other, as their autonomy
is challenged by the awakening of responsibility. Mystically, the
seeker attains the state of contentment (Reza) by wholly submitting to
God's will.

5. Conclusion

Despite their distinct origins, Levinas's ethical philosophy and Ayn al-
Qozat's mystically-influenced teachings on love share common
ground in highlighting the unique relationship between the individual
and the Other, and how this bond profoundly impacts the subject's
identity. While Levinas delves into the profound concept of
responsibility towards the Other from an ethical framework, Ayn al-
Qozat explores this responsibility within the context of divine love
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and the self-transformation of pride and ego through mystical
practices.

For Levinas, the encounter with the Infinite Other creates a moral
relationship that profoundly shapes the subject's identity. In
‘Tamhidat’, this relationship unfolds in two phases: First, on the Day
of Alast, when humanity enters into a loving pact with God. Second,
in earthly life, this bond is commemorated and fortified through
remembrance of the original covenant. In the material world, the
mystic, remembering the covenant of Alast, lives in a state of
perpetual responsibility and strives for closeness to God—a journey
that knows no end, given the insatiable yearning for the Infinite. The
mystic's inability to fully understand God reflects a duality within
consciousness and underscores the passivity of the subject. Through
this dynamic, the subject's identity is shaped in relation to the Other
without losing its independent self. Ayn al-Qozat posits that this union
of creator and creature culminates in the acquisition of divine ethics.

At its core, Levinas's philosophy centers on the idea of infinite and
selflessly committed responsibility towards the Other, wherein the
more cognizant one becomes of this duty, the more pronounced the
sensation of inadequacy. Ayn al-Qozat, too, recognizes his own
limitations in fulfilling this eternal duty, viewing himself as
perpetually inadequate. The more he endeavors to transcend love, the
more fervently he is entrapped and perplexed by it. Ultimately, it is
love that prevails, overwhelming him completely.

Keywords: God; the Infinite Other; Levinas; Ayn al-Qozat
Hamadani; Tamhidat.
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