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Abstract

Virtual social networks have emerged as a significant factor
influencing students’ academic performance, fostering deep
interactions among students, professors, and peers. As one of the most
prominent global communication tools, these platforms play a vital
role in education. This study examines the effects of virtual social
networks on students’ academic performance in the Kurdistan Region
of Iraq, focusing on their role in facilitating collaboration, information
exchange, and learning engagement. This research adopts an applied
(practical) objective and a descriptive-correlational design, utilizing a
survey method for data collection. The study population includes
undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral students across universities in
the Kurdistan Region. Using Cochran’s sample size formula, a
representative sample of 384 participants was selected. Data was
gathered through a researcher-developed questionnaire comprising 83
questions, validated via content (face) validity and tested for reliability
through a pilot study (pre-test). The findings aim to provide insights
into how virtual social networks contribute to—or hinder—academic
success, offering recommendations for educators and policymakers in
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the region. The data collected through the researcher-developed
questionnaire were analyzed using SPSS software, with Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient confirming the reliability of the instrument. The
sample was selected through a multi-stage cluster sampling method to
ensure representativeness. The results revealed that several variables
significantly influence students' academic performance in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq: frequency of social network use; media
addiction; marital status; media content consumption; and
socioeconomic background. Notably, media addiction exhibited the
strongest impact, with a regression coefficient of 0.299, indicating its
substantial role in shaping academic outcomes. Conversely, religion
had the weakest association, showing a regression coefficient of
0.030, suggesting minimal direct influence on academic performance
in this context.

Extended Abstract:

Introduction

In an era when modern higher education benefits from blended
learning and uses many facilities to improve students' academic
performance, the use of social networks in higher education cannot be
ignored as an important tool for accelerating blended learning.
Therefore, we must examine this new phenomenon's impact on
teaching and learning to utilize its benefits. Just as scientific
development can be mapped through citations in written sources,
communication patterns and academic progress in virtual
environments can similarly be traced through social networks.

Virtual social networks have transformed how researchers access
scientific resources, conduct research, exchange findings, and engage
in scientific activities. This transformation necessitates evaluating
these networks' impact on scholarly behavior. Indeed, modern virtual
networks represent one of the key factors influencing students'
academic performance today. In our current era, knowledge and
technology are inextricably linked - one cannot be easily attained
without the other.

The divergent perspectives on virtual networks' effects reveal a
lack of comprehensive understanding about their functions, with
interpretations varying significantly based on individual viewpoints.
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Opponents typically focus on pathological aspects and cultural
resistance in their studies, while proponents emphasize the networks'
technological potential and audience-oriented benefits to clarify their
nature. Like all media introduced to student communities, virtual
networks present both positive and negative functions - neglecting
either aspect may harm students. This study therefore examines virtual
networks' impact on academic performance in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq.

Materials and Methods

This applied quantitative study employed a survey methodology. The
target population comprised 9,600 undergraduate, graduate, and
doctoral students in Iraq's Kurdistan Region. Using Cochran's
formula, a representative sample of 384 participants was determined.
Given the population size and distribution, data were collected
through multi-stage cluster sampling. The research instrument was a

structured questionnaire containing variables measured at nominal,
ordinal, and interval levels. Reliability was confirmed through a pilot
test, with all variables achieving Cronbach's alpha coefficients above
«.v.. 0000000 00000000 000 00000000000 0000000 Ooooooo oooooo.

Data analysis was performed using SPSS software.

Findings

Given the nominal nature of gender and marital status variables, the
Kendall’s tau-b correlation coefficient was employed to examine their
relationship with academic performance, while Pearson’s r tested
ordinal and interval-level variables. The analysis revealed significant
correlations between academic performance and media addiction, trust
in media, relationship quality, media content type, socioeconomic
status, age, and marital status (p <.05). However, no significant
relationships were found between academic performance and internet
connectivity status, social network usage frequency, gender, ethnicity,
or religion among students in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

The final regression model (algebraic method) for students'
academic performance in Iraq's Kurdistan Region incorporated these
independent variables: social network usage frequency, media
addiction, media trust, academic media content, entertainment media
content, and contextual variables (gender, age, marital status,
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ethnicity, religion type, and socioeconomic status). Interpretation of
coefficients relied on standardized beta values (), which quantify
each predictor's relative contribution to academic performance while
controlling for other variables in the model. The beta coefficients
enable direct comparison of effect sizes across all predictors, revealing
their differential impacts on the dependent variable.

The standardized beta coefficients enable comparison of each
variable's relative contribution, revealing that social network usage
frequency, media addiction, marital status, media content
consumption, and socioeconomic status significantly impact academic
performance (p < 0.05), thereby confirming their hypothesized
relationships. Notably, media addiction demonstrated the strongest
effect (B = 0.299), while religion showed the weakest association (f =
+.»¥+) 0000 0000000 00000000000 00 000 000000000 000000 00 0000.

Discussion and Conclusion

The analysis revealed non-significant differences in academic
performance across gender, age, ethnicity, religion, and media trust
variables (p > 0.05). However, significant relationships emerged with
social network usage frequency, media addiction, media trust, marital
status, media content consumption, and socioeconomic status (p <
+.+0). 0000 0000000, 00000 000000000 000000000000 0 00000000000

negative impact ( = -..ya4), OOOOOating that excessive engagement

with virtual social networks reduces study time and correlates with
academic performance decline among students in the Kurdistan

Regian of Irag. . .
Ehe stuc%/ revealed distinct patterns in students' trust toward

different media content types, with the highest trust levels observed
for: (1) scientific, (2) medical, (3) economic, (4) sports, (5) social, and
(6) political content. Importantly, despite potential drawbacks, virtual
social networks demonstrate significant educational utility when used
appropriately. These platforms enable instructors to share course
materials through dedicated channels, allowing students 24/7 access to
learning resources. Furthermore, they facilitate efficient assignment
submission, eliminating printing costs and reducing turnaround times
while maintaining academic quality in Iraq's Kurdistan Region.

Based on research findings, several solutions can address the
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threats posed by social networks. One major threat is excessive time
spent online, which reduces study time and leads to academic failure.
Effective countermeasures include:

y. Teaching students time management skills

. Implementing proper regulations for scientific use of social
networks

v. Developing educational programs about cyberspace's role and
proper usage

f. Organizing workshops conducted by psychologists and
cyberspace experts

These measures can help students use social networks more
appropriately while benefiting from their educational potential.

Keywords: Academic Performance; Kurdistan Region of Iraq; Media
Addiction; Media Trust; Social Networks.
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