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Introduction

The relationship between the manner in which rhetorical devices are employed and the
content of a literary work is an important but relatively underexplored area of literary and
rhetorical study. Rhetorical devices are not merely ornamental features of language; their
particular configuration can influence the formation of meaning, emotional response, and
acesthetic effect. Simile, one of the most fundamental rhetorical devices, is traditionally
associated with description, clarification, and the illustration of ideas. However, simile can

also function as a mechanism for generating humor.

The present study investigates how simile may generate humor through particular
rhetorical and semantic relationships between the mushabbah and the mushabbab bib. To this
end, it examines the concept of the Angle of Simile and develops it further through the
introduction of the concept of the Circle of Simile. These concepts provide a theoretical
framework for explaining certain relationships between the two principal elements of a simile
and for identifying configurations that may contribute to humor generation.

The principal objective of this study is not to provide an exhaustive account of all
the ways in which simile may generate humor. Rather, it secks to identify and explain three
major processes through which particular types of simile can produce humorous effects in
literary discourse. By doing so, the study attempts to clarify the rhetorical mechanisms through
which simile contributes to the creation of humor and to provide a foundation for further

research into humor-generating processes associated with simile and other rhetorical devices.

Literature Review

The study draws upon previous research in rhetoric, humor studies, and Persian literary
criticism. Persian scholars and literary critics have extensively discussed rhetorical devices and
the functions of simile, while numerous studies have examined humor and satire in Persian
literature. Nevertheless, the specific mechanisms through which simile may generate humor

have received comparatively limited systematic attention.

Traditional rhetorical discussions have generally focused on the structural
components of simile and its descriptive, illustrative, and aesthetic functions. Studies of
humor and satire, on the other hand, have often approached humorous expression from
literary, psychological, social, or cultural perspectives. Consequently, the rhetorical processes
through which a specific device such as simile contributes to humor generation require further

clarification.

The concepts of rhetorical humor and humorous simile, which receive more detailed
attention in the present study, provide a basis for examining humor as an effect produced not
only by subject matter or context but also by the particular functioning of rhetorical devices.
The present research therefore seeks to contribute to the intersection of rhetorical studies and
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humor studies by focusing specifically on the mechanisms through which simile may
participate in the production of humorous effects.

Methodology

The present study employs rhetorical criticism based on library research and analytical
methods. Relevant theoretical sources concerning rhetoric, simile, humor, and satire were
examined, and examples of similes capable of producing humorous effects were analyzed

qualitatively.

The analysis is based on the development of the concept of the Angle of Simile and
the introduction of the Circle of Simile as a theoretical and analytical framework. Using this
framework, the study examines three processes through which simile may generate humor.
The purpose is to identify the rhetorical relationships that make these humorous effects
possible and to explain how particular configurations of the mushabbah, mushabbal bib, and wajh
al-shabah (ground of comparison) can contribute to humor generation.

Findings

An examination of the relationship between rhetorical devices and literary content can help
clarify how rhetorical strategies function in literary works and can, in turn, contribute to a
better understanding of the techniques employed by previous writers. Such analyses may also
help bridge the gap between literary scholarship and literary creation.

In the present study, the theory of the Angle of Simile was further developed, leading
to the formulation of the Circle of Simile. Using this theoretical model, three major processes
through which simile can generate humor were examined. These processes involve: first,
comparing something with itself; second, comparing something with its opposite; and third,
comparing a person or thing with an animal or an inanimate object in a manner that produces
a humorous effect.

The first process may be described as self-simile. In such cases, the mushabbah and
the mushabbah bib are identical, creating a self-referential comparison. The second process
involves comparisons based on opposition or contradiction, in which the relationship
between the two elements of the simile produces incongruity. The third process involves
comparisons that lower, diminish, or otherwise alter the perceived status of the mushabbab,
particularly by comparing a person with an animal or an inanimate object.

Within the theoretical framework of the Circle of Simile, these three processes can
be represented through particular relationships between the radii corresponding to the
mushabbah and the mushabbah bib. The study suggests that humor-generating potential arises
when the angle between these radii is zero degrees, 180 degtees, or falls within the lower
semicircle of the Circle of Simile.
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In rhetorical terms, one of the important conditions examined in relation to these
processes is the relationship between the wajh al-shabab and the two elements being compared.
The analysis suggests that, in the humor-generating configurations discussed in this study, the
relevant characteristic or ground of comparison should not be more positive or more
prominent in the mushabbah bih than in the mushabbah. These relationships contribute to the
production of incongruity and, consequently, to the generation of humorous effects.

Conclusion

The present study elucidates three major processes through which simile can generate humor.
The first involves comparing something with itself. In this type of simile, the identity of the
two elements produces a self-referential or circular relationship that may create absurdity,
irony, or another humorous effect.

The second process involves comparing something with its opposite. The humorous
effect in this case results from the incongruity created by bringing together elements whose
relationship is based on contradiction or opposition. Such comparisons can produce irony

and are particularly compatible with humorous and satirical discourse.

The third process involves comparing a person or thing with an animal or an
inanimate object in a manner that diminishes, transforms, or alters the status of the subject of
comparison. The resulting disparity between the mushabbah and the mushabbah bih can create
surprise, incongruity, and humorous effects.

The present study does not claim that these three processes encompass every
possible way in which simile can generate humor. Nevertheless, they may be regarded as three
major mechanisms through which humorous effects can be produced by means of simile. The
development of the theory of the Angle of Simile and the introduction of the Circle of Simile
provide a framework for analyzing these processes and for clarifying the relationship between
the structure of a simile and its potential to generate humor.

The findings may contribute to rhetorical criticism by drawing attention to simile
not merely as an ornamental or descriptive device but also as an active rhetorical mechanism
capable of contributing to humor generation. The study may also provide a point of departure
for future research into other humor-generating processes associated with simile and with
other rhetorical devices.

Finally, the approach adopted here may have practical value for literary creation. A
clearer understanding of the rhetorical mechanisms through which simile generates humor
can provide humor writers and literary practitioners with a more systematic understanding of
the tradition and techniques of creating humorous effects through simile. In this respect, the
study may contribute to making academic research on rhetoric more applicable to the practice
of literary composition.
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