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Abstract

Ezafe has been studied for a long time by Iranian as well as non-Iranian linguists
from different angles — from its morphological status —as a linker, clitic or phrasal
affix- to its function — as a case-assigner, phonological linker or head marker
inside NPs. This paper focuses on the status of Ezafe morpheme —e from all
aspects of status, position in NPs and its function altogether chasing the goal of
integrating all reliable ideas on it in one research. It shows Ezafe morpheme is an
enclitic enters in the syntax of the phrase which links the head noun to its post-
nominal modifiers such as adjective phrases, possessive NPs and nominal
prepositional phrases. It attaches to the nominal heads as well as to the
intermediate projections. The base-generated position of the head noun in Persian
NPs is final but since there is a powerful tendency in prepositional languages for
nominal heads to occupy the initial position of their projection, it moves to its
surface position to the head of DP. Ezafe enclitic enters into the derivation of the
noun phrase as a marker of this movement. This head-to-head movement happens
in a cyclic manner, the nominal head uses the head position of all intermediate
projections as the middle landing sites leaving a trace or a copy (according to the
copy theory of movement, both in Government and Binding Theory (Chomsky,
1981) and Minimalist Program (Chomsky, 1995) approach) behind, a copy which
has sui generis morphological realization. This morphological element
exclusively happens in case of movement of elements with [+N] feature no other
head movements lacking [+N] feature.
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. Prenominal modifiers
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. Postnominal modifiers

. Reduced relative clauses
. thematic structure
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1. DP shell and Core layers
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3. polydefiniteness construction
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1. double case-marking
2. Specifier-head relation
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