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1. Tactical Displacement
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Abstract

Increasing the costs and risks of crimes has been emphasized in the police controls
of drug markets to make dealers reluctant to be engaged in the market or even
arrest them. From this viewpoint, reactions of drug markets and dealers against
these programs determine their effectiveness. Hence, the main question is how
drug markets respond to the police programs? Do these policies decrease
supplying of drugs or the main parts of such markets are faced with the temporal,
tactical, and geographical displacements? In this study, three methods are used: a)
deep interview with 27 drug dealers b) non-participant observation of drug dealers
activities in the drug market, and c) discourse analysis of formal official. The
Findings suggest that dealers manage the risks in drug markets by different
strategies: Changing times of selling drugs, using different techniques such as
carrying a few drugs, changing market place, selling drugs to friends, etc. From
this point of view, staying in the drug market and selling drugs challenge the
effectiveness of police intervention in drug markets. Moreover, the entry of new
dealers, change in the type of drugs and adding impurities in the drugs make police
interventions ineffective.

Keyword: Police Programs, Temporal Displacement, Geographical
Displacements, Effectiveness, Drug Dealers
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