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Abstract

The theory of “knowledge by presence” has a special place in the Sadra system.
“Knowledge by presence” is both a theory of knowledge in Sadra's philosophy and a
theory for explaining self-knowledge. Reflecting on this important theory will
immediately make us realize its complex and mysterious nature. The present paper intends
to provide an accurate and clear reading of this theory in a clearer language in the form of
a comparative approach between this theory and one of the most important theories of self-
knowledge in the analytic philosophy, namely the theory of “Knowledge by
acquaintance”. At first glance, Russell's theory of “Knowledge by acquaintance” is one of
the most similar to Sadra's theory. Such characteristics as the condition of presence,
immediacy, and infallibility are examples of the similarity of these two theories. But the
discussion of “unity of the knower and the known” in Sadra's theory is the point of
separation between the two theories, and in fact, it is a place that will seriously challenge
the claim of closeness between these theories. Finally, perhaps with some tolerance,
Russell's theory is a primitive and incomplete picture of Sadra's theory. Furthermore, it
should be noted that understanding these two theories in the context of the different
philosophical systems of these two philosophers -namely Sadra's theory of Unity and
originality of existence and Russel's theory of Knowledge by Acquaintance- makes it more
difficult to claim the deep closeness between these two theories.

Keywords: Self-knowledge, Russel, Mulla Sadra, knowledge by
presence, knowledge by acquaintance.

* Corresponding Author: z.sarkarpour@gmail.com

How to Cite: Sarkarpour, Z., Khazaei, Z. (2020). Comparison of Russell's Theory of
“Knowledge by Acquaintance” and Molla Sadra's Theory of “Knowledge by
Presence". Hekmat va Falsafe, 65 (17), 87 -112.

Original Research

ISSN: 1735-3238  Accepted: 20/06/2021  Received: 16/04/2020

elSSN:2476-6038


http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2295-7295
http://orcid.org/0000--0001-8302-9674

\\“‘\‘\/'\/Y/\ :al.;)} 'C_a.)u

kb

Vo[

ISSN:\VFa-YYYA

eISSN: Yfvs—s.¥A

VAY-AY (N Eee )Le Ao OJLQ'\: A% 092

wph.atu.ac.ir
DOI: 10.22054/WPH.2021.51258.1833

oM (S ple & a5 9 Juily LdT % 35 dus o

Olﬁlgé‘ge@dls‘wwsﬁal * 0,8 e a)

Ol gl b 5 ot ( Ak ainds st |‘ EF )
oA

&_ﬁd)ﬁ,rx;.@mufmg;f@dbw(’wﬁb@abo@?wﬂ,vl;awu;
2 2 Job 2o o Gl Sl (Sl 5 o 5 el o Al gl e 55 53 0
2Bl 0T ol 5lii g Sl 0T T3l 5 oo Conle s sin 1y Lo S0 0 o & 5
G s ¢l il 53 AT (sl 5 St S S 5 4 ) e (Sl 3,5 B
s o 55 ool T & 5 S @10 0T 51 olas 5 G S5k &5 5 gy S5 b e o bsT
S bl (Rl b3 0smpa b (S as Sl Do &yl oy 5 oy et 51 (S
bl Hdo &85 55 pslae 5 (e sbsil Loy Ll bl i 53 opl (g s 51 (gt ged ¢ Jed o) 51
rlge o Al b1y 55 ol Ol Cul 3 slesl o8 Sl ol S 3 5 ol 4 5 53 ol gl
g 3l et oSS 5 Ml (5 e Jorly 5 S 0l sl (08 L iLs g 530S dal
_h.’r‘l:é}’@‘Q}WM(U&M)AQ#PQ{‘V@JMB“’.'J:%\{“{J.‘W'@HJM
UKy 4l s ol e G Sl lesl = July B yme ) Sl s Lo gy Sl gy

5l oo

L T P L P P BRI PP TS [PRN Y

z.sarkarpour@gmail.com :J s oo 5 %


http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2295-7295
http://orcid.org/0000--0001-8302-9674

M| (155 5 5558

4o dle
s 53 ol 5sb 4y 5 (Ml A8l 5 Jilew 0 555615 5 51 (6) sl (e 4
Lol 0358 oo 4 lis oD 0T 31 gl ki Olgie 4 a5 ol 4§ .l oD
ulﬁ's%bo%‘d‘%bwaC,aﬂ‘g&jb@ﬂ)%db\bd.‘-w‘m
o o7 LT 51 el il o OT 31 e 1y ilay s 5 13,8 o 5l b g 31 Lm ) 51
QT)‘ Lg.}l&a‘ JJ}AJJ}CM‘»‘ o..,\.a\))ﬁ JJP up\>— G:LA s_.)ﬁ‘)\? B \_) aJ..L‘ gJ'.’.‘
oo la b o a1y 0T Ol oo Olomen (ol @ils 1) 555 ol Slelul

]
>J"LSJ.'-'?~.J)&)‘Q)L'°‘U§'M%J’GLﬁ-;w%)@jabb)béif"’(’b
4 s 0T &5 Sl dal s s 5o ool Glaadljo (b 05 i b oo ol (55
Cdyme o 53 |y losng ol 4 k5 ol 3 ST sl 5 ITS 5 e & a5 6K
e dS ssb a4 b me Cow 1 Gl Lol .l osls jolansl s 5 4 Dl 42l s
A 3 sl S | ils (ABTTs i G Ul b3 53 Ol e 1y 4
059 plate .ol 3 QY\:—,;;:’-A{VJ&‘)M O\fv\i)j‘ L;)jﬁé}‘..l.pd\-w
Seed 5 aSS Ly Jsl oK s oS s 4 ol (5 ol lacs me s 5l AETs s
3 SVl 50l 4l S pme T oS o bl b s Ll LU gone
2 ol s Bk Ll ol lel (1l 5 el o plate S e oSS 0L
Glzad g & a5 ol AT 5 & a5 K @11 o )3 S Sl Sl a aiuis
358 b o 4 gl s (Savly o e Gle s Lo o e
Sl AN 5 Sl o 5 55553 a0 6 ol 1l S Sl ey
Lg.a.h:.«qf;&‘}lli»d;fl:.;ﬁa\?wj)ljwué}&s[)'f%?ﬁv@
& JBle slowtl e )l DS alas Sl 0s 3l (65 i oo & 5 o 2t 3
)s_,.'.‘f)‘ LSJL:““3°°‘JQ:‘."“" Lomes sliwl YL QL;LAT ab‘j Oy A C_,.LTJS" d}j.su
. R T ¥ U JU NUPIPL VNS ST [V
0y S 4y oy oo a0 & TS 5 ok 55 4 40l Oloman ¢l 3 s
5SS (ol 06 gkt a5 DL e b sl e slae s 51 (SO
6 55 Lo guast OUT ot 5 385 0508 3 8,5 4 5 0 ot dads Slusl



Vi e | 50 o)l | VY Jlo | aduld 5 eS| 4

o5ei 2l 3 6,8 o LU Cnl 0T bl ki 5l (gl e 5 ks 63 S,
Bk oSS ol 4 ol olsT & sl p e oo &k SISl om
93 ol oy s Sl Sl eslizal 5 Gl yds & i 4 65 1 alls oS Jows
L;uwﬁ;;\\)&uM&goT.a)\ajq,z;dt%w,C@lgg
aST S 5 5 bdVazal Golid Sl cgaes weSoLL 5 S8 o3jle oo plaze il
5 perlie bly Gaen 53 LSl ghpgaans Al s Gl s S, 5 msls
S al b OB ks Ol )3 (il 505 5 233 032 YU 51y S-Has
Slol 4SS b kel fn gy pomen 53 45 Sl Oy gmmn SR 3y (p) 93 Sl 0l
ple Ll 51 Gds 5 by (S Sk S e i 55l eslis
"4y @bl s L b Wlg e e) e nl o (el Glasslies ems 116 sl
sl R opl Sl )3 ppramen ST )L Ml i 2l sl (55l
ST & L hae & k5 g alh el plin LT 4 sl pal g5 el SV pl 4
oy o (B Gopa Thime Ogrer ) QLT G b Sl Chme S Jul)
Loy o5 ol (63 (g smemt 5 Sl 351 OLES ST (0 (B ymn pdilikis 5 5 il
Sl ol O S LU T S AT 5o (6 b ol 3K 5 5 b s ls
Clos S o Jlaa |5 oty 55 ol e a5 Lao S50 1 (gl i b

sty oty LT & ki lanl ceds s Oolal 6,80 5 shaie 4 callin ol s
(2l o o oo &k o 5 ey 4 OT Sl dm 55 el o
W«f:\:ﬁabﬁ-o\.&sﬁﬁé—laﬁmAlﬁ)bOT&,.]dijbQW.cd-\:ﬂ
el 53 ploe Gl 525 055 O Ol ar 5 b8 Gla g g 5 bl 5> 2
33l on JSKin 1y 45 53l Ol Sl 3 (slesl o e 53 o s



W 25 55,8

Sty pldT & ks
@ Joly S e Wl 1y e B L jme Cow 3 45T Sl (gla i LT & L
2> e s a5l 4 oS GBS o e 5 o S S S Ol
4 s 5 e o2 5 LBty Sl Sy o clo S e IS0 8 n i OT !
(Russel, 1912: 22) 0T 0l Olge 4 okaT 5 Sl 2w (s o)1 5) 5l
4 e b 6 o () sl ol 4 O smen 5 LT &l S )
A 3 S oty 5 (BT BT o & e o ey el NS 65k
(Russel, 1912) .cul SLaT 5 b 51 S jme g Blinas

b gra § g g glie S yme b Sl il e b2 e ¢ ol o8 s
Sloosls ppedll e ¢ olin Sdmn g adsn 5 oyl S Gike 4 b Gilis ¢ ozl
4 S e 5 (3 4 S aa (OLEE g a ulil 15 5 jme £ 5 93 ol gl LUl
a4 b me (i 4 O3 pae ol dizes Juol, J(Russel, 1912: 21) il e "ol
(L3 o (gmm srosls Sloa 15 LOT Juuly &) Lil & & jae 5 sl "o 55 Aoy
Ll LT Ay 45 5 re

Jﬁ)b&uT&ﬁpSufv:ﬁ\j;u»:w@@,gafau,&uw
Sl (e o by ezl Joo iyl o ol s 05 ol o T S O 1 loditns
.(Russel, 1912: 78) (3 > «

o3y July LT & k5 ST sl Jole 4 b ol glaad 3 015 o0
23S 4o 3 4e

ks pl Sl el Bl ey o b5 4 a8 0T Sl Ll Ll o o3l 4y 5 ol 1 dlitee (a3 08T
.(..:.a:@)ljéjlé.iuubu:d\jﬁ-alm)bé)prl&%#@sjﬁ@u

2. Knowledge of Truth

3. Knowledge of Things

4. Knowledge by description
5. Knowledge by Acquaintance



Vi e | 50 oyled | VW Jlo | 4ddd 5 cuS~ | 4 Y

ooty pbesl &l Lol glaadd 3o N -

IV o shn 53 p Jouly (U T & 5 53 45 ol n phn  Slasls g2 Sl O
L e e OS5 LIS e g pgie 65531

Sl s L33 im0 Blod 4y 0 AT 1 Klauly g (5L e o sgie (I
53 ATl sy 45 ol BT 51 o 55 cpl o3 Ll 51 6l BT oS Lme ol
Eo 5 L e Dl 6 My ¢ Sl g S psgie (Dl ol a0
S en (Slanls g Mgy im 83530 021

(ol Aol gy L d Blod @ o AT Sl o (5 1h 2ees s (O
355 OT 5 el A8 5 o (03 o o slodiily o b sl b eod oS Lo ol
.(Gertler, 2015) s,

sabaly o G 3l BT &Sl Lasis gl Joly slgrin T dbas 5 (Y
;}ﬂ,;‘.1;\}:{}?\.&foguu\@,tsg&;axz;\5@\w|‘4g@1ﬁz;M
oo 6 Led & ST 53 e s i OT 51l (28T oy (o8 S (5
ST S ol 6 olie oo K Tty LT o875 Al 5 o L o o OB ol
S 5 b pa e Ll il 0> Ol Il s e Lo o g Sean 8 a1 0
315 5 g Lk Jolie 53 (g jmn vy oo s &S ol ol 0T 5 Ui oo Wil 5 i e
St (S i Jgams (g bl 5 gn o S ol (Gertler, 2011: 89)
ol O35 Jo b

o s e i b S gt e il K s r0s e (7
2 bl sl ol oS S 0T 352 53 ol o el bls bL
o S 4 4 o 3 e S (sl s (65 2 Al G e Al July 25
aT iy B0 oS 1l 5 on Sl 0 Gl g8 Jelatne jon 51 Lo g 2  gua
Olacd b 0> gl b oS ol OISl 35 0T ey e il g5
et s pabae s pde o 4T AL el e pl e o (S5 L b
-ﬁQ‘&Gﬁ&j‘ﬁgﬁ‘ﬁ%)‘}x&w;@3@‘)*’&154{‘*&3}3‘*

1. Direct awareness
2. Indubitable
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