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Abstract

The Imam's infallibility is one of the critical theological issues that has been
discussed among Muslim scholars with two main approaches. Many Shiite
scholars favor a maximal view of the Imam's infallibility, and some believe in a
minimal approach in this regard. Some contemporary thinkers such as Modarressi
Tabataba'i, Kadivar, Soroush, and Salehi Najafabadi, with a historical view of
Shia beliefs, follow a minimal approach and believe that the opinion of the first
group about the infallibility of the Imam has no history in the era of the Imams
(a.s.). However, the view of the extent of the Imam's infallibility has emerged
under the influence of external intellectual currents such as Qalian. The main
reason for these people to prove the claim is based on mentioning historical
evidence about the view of the Companions of the Imams (AS) and trying to show
that in the eyes of the Companions of the Imams (AS), the Imams do not have
infallibility and any maximal view of the Imam'’s infallibility is negated by them.
In the current research, the view of contemporary thinkers about the Imam's
infallibility has been evaluated and analyzed by relying on historical narratives
and evidence and with a descriptive-analytical method and a critical approach.
The history of the era of the Imams (AS) proves the maximal point of view about
the Imam'’s infallibility, and there is no room left for the new thinkers' point of
view.
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