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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to review and criticize the theories of
government in Iran (first Pahlavi period). There have been extensive
researches about the government in the first Pahlavi period. In these
researches, traits such as; Modern state, modern absolutist, pseudo-
patrimonialism, autocracy, dictatorship, pseudo-modernism, oriental
tyranny, Iranian tyranny, dependent, neo-authoritarian, etc. have been used.
The multiplicity and diversity of these concepts indicate the multiplicity and
significant conceptual differences, which are debatable. The main question
is, how can these views be proposed and criticized, and what is the
alternative for the title of government in this period? The purpose of this
article is to present and criticize these conceptual differences and
contradictions, as well as to review the presented views that can strengthen
the theoretical and experimental literature of this historical period. In this
article, I have used the meta-study method to achieve this goal. The obtained
results show a diversity of views and based on the criteria used in this article,
few of the reviewed writings have a clear understanding of the concept of the
state, its functions and special tasks in the new era, and the authors in many
cases Due to the confusion of concepts, there is little difference between the
words; Government, governance, and regime are not considered to be three
different but related institutions. Based on the theoretical foundations of the
government as well as the historical documents of the examined period, the
government in Reza Shah's period from different aspects; including:
historical background; economic, social, cultural fields; And the special
tasks and actions have a significant affinity with the absolute government.
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