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Abstract

This article studies the spatial interpretation of the left-right and front-back axes in
Persian in the theoretical framework of Levinson (2003) and Danziger (2010). On
the horizontal plane, there are three main Frames of Reference. Of these three, the
Absolute FoR is not used routinely in Persian. The other two, the Relative and
Intrinsic FORs, can potentially be the interpretation of the two main axes of the
horizontal plane. In order to obtain real data from the native speakers, the “Ball &
Chair” game (Bohnemeyer, 2008) was used. Data analysis shows that in all the
cases where the speaker’s description caused misunderstanding for the listener, the
speaker’s intended interpretation has been relative, while the listener has understood
them intrinsically. For the left-right axis, whenever the speaker has considered “[az
negah-e] ma” redundant and has had it decreased from the sentence and used
phrases such as ‘“chap/rast-e sandali”, there has been a possibility of
misunderstanding for the listener. However, when they have used it even in its
decreased form of “chap/rast-e ma” the listener has well understood the intended
relative meaning. According to the data, in Persian the absolute dominant usage of
left and right is relative and only in special cases are they used intrinsically. The
front-back axis is also used in the relative sense but with small dominance over
intrinsic.

Keywords: Left-right axis, Front-back axis, Spatial frame of reference,
Relative s-FoR, intrinsic s-FoR.
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