—-- Mysticism in Persian Literature - —------ o
Spring & Summer 2023, 2 (3), 33-62 NOH
msil. atu. ac. ir

DOI: 10.22054/MSIL.2022.70129.1062

ATU

A Comparative Study of the Tree as a Mythic and
Mystical Image in the Allegorical Stories of Muhyiddin
Ibn Arabi and Jalal al-Din Rumi's Masnavi

Maryam Haghshenas* |‘ PhD in Persian Language and Literature,

Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Plants and trees, in particular, hold immense symbolic significance in a
diverse array of religious and cultural contexts. The concept of the tree is
particularly rich, full of mysteries that human beings are a vital part of. The
tree can be viewed as a bridge between the earthly and celestial elements,
owing to its unique properties. Using the tree as a symbol, Suhrawardi and
Rumi created a symbolic image that was multifaceted, evasive, ulterior, and
yet comprehensive of opposites. Throughout their writings, the idea of the
tree was used to convey multiple meanings and concepts. This article aims
to study the symbolism of the tree as a ""constructor image" that encompasses
and represents the spiritual and mystical worldview of the mystic. To
accomplish this, we will employ descriptive and analytical methods, relying
on the allegorical stories from Suhrawardi and Rumi's Masnavi. Our goal is
to better understand the complex and multifaceted symbol that is the tree, as
well as its significance in the mystical and religious traditions.
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