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1. Introduction

The joy and excitement that sports bring to fans worldwide, together
with the principles of fairness and sportsmanship, requires that the
results of sporting events should remain unpredictable and be
determined solely based on the skill and will of the athletes, free
from any interference by corrupt entities. The pervasive issue of
match-fixing stands out as a significant threat, undermining the very
essence of unpredictability in sports results. Now considered as a
modern symbol of corruption in the field of sports, match-fixing has
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evolved into a transnational and cross-border problem as it is
associated with gambling, sports betting, and international organized
crime. The commercialization of sports, together with the influx of
substantial financial resources and wide media coverage, has
increased the significance of sports results for both legal and illegal
financial companies (Primorac & Pili¢, 2020). Consequently, no
sport or sports stakeholder remains immune to the consequences of
manipulation of results. A report released by Sportradar shows a
concerning trend in 2022, revealing the identification of 1212
suspected cases of match-fixing across 12 sports and 92 countries
(Sportradar, 2023). In light of this alarming scenario, there is an
urgent need to address match-fixing thoroughly by relying on the
collective efforts and cooperation of all stakeholders in the field of
sports.

2. Literature Review

A dominant theme in the mainstream literature on match-fixing is
the relation between match-fixing and international organized crime,
gambling, and legal and illegal betting platforms (e.g., Tweedie &
Holden, 2022). There are also case studies focused on specific
countries (e.g., Hessert & Goh, 2022). Therefore, the proposed
conclusions often advocate for the adoption of criminal laws and
regulations within national legal frameworks to address match-fixing
(Smith, 2023). Concerning the related literature in Persian, there are
a few studies within the sports law. These works predominantly dealt
with match-fixing within the scope of domestic law rather than
international law or specific sports fields (e.g., Sadati-Fallahabadi,
2021). The studies also offered non-legal solutions (e.g., Mallaei &
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Afroozeh, 2021), or addressed the topic from the perspective of
sports management and preventive strategies, proposing solutions
such as education and the increased awareness to combat match-
fixing (see Cheragh-Birjandi et al., 2020). The present study stands
out by attempting to identify and analyze the legal nature of match-
fixing as both a national and a transnational issue. By focusing on
the structures of international sports law (e.g., the Court of
Arbitration for Sport), this research aimed to provide a more accurate
and nuanced assessment of regulations and the guarantees of their
implementation, thus laying the groundwork for effectively
confronting and addressing the issue of match-fixing.

3. Materials and Methods

The current study used a descriptive—analytical method to examine
match-fixing, framing the topic within the international sports law
and delving into both national and transnational dimensions.

4. Results and Discussion

According to the Macolin Convention (Council of Europe, 2014),
match-fixing involves a multifaceted process with multiple actors
that occurs due to sports-related motives—regardless of financial
elements—or due to the motives of betting, gambling, or corruption.
An analysis of match-fixing in international documents, such as the
UN Conventions against Corruption and Transnational Organized
Crime, reveals that while these conventions have established a
significant international legal framework for corruption-related
crimes, they are applicable only when match-fixing is associated
with offenses like bribery and organized crime. Moreover, even the
Macolin Convention, specifically addressing match-fixing, has not
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yet achieved global recognition and serves only as the viable option
to address the issue (Chappelet, 2015).

Prominent bodies in international sports law, such as the
International Olympic Committee and the Court of Arbitration for
Sport, have dedicated special attention to the issue of match-fixing.
The International Olympic Committee has implemented numerous
rules and regulations for preventing, educating, monitoring, and
combating match-fixing, as outlined in the Olympic Charter,
Following the measures of the International Olympic Committee,
international sports organizations have taken significant measures in
recent years to combat match-fixing. These efforts generally
manifest as ethical and behavioral guidelines, information systems,
early warning systems, integrity units, and educational programs (see
Criminal Law Provisions for the Prosecution of Competition
Manipulation: UNODC-IOC Study, 2016). The jurisprudence of the
Court of Arbitration for Sport indicates the development of ratione
materiae and personal jurisdiction in addressing match-fixing cases
in recent years. To deal with match-fixing cases, the Court adopts a
zero-tolerance approach, observing legal principles such as the
legality of punishment, proportionality, non-interference, and the
prohibition of double trial.

5. Conclusion

An examination of the performance of various international sports
institutions reveals that, from the perspective of international sports
law, match-fixing is inherently of a disciplinary nature and is treated
as a violation of disciplinary standards. In essence, greater emphasis
is placed on addressing match-fixing instances driven primarily by
sports motives, be they financial or non-financial. This approach
avoids associating stakeholders with other criminal activities.


https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Chappelet%2C+Jean-Loup
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Concerning Iran’s sports law, it is suggested that the shortcomings
in the federation regulations be amended by providing a precise and
consistent definition of match-fixing, making clear the instances of
match-fixing, and developing ratione materiae and personal
jurisdiction within the federations. To improve the prosecution
process, a series of measures can also be taken, such as establishing
a universal standard of proof for proving match-fixing violations,
broadening the range of acceptable evidence, and adopting a
coherent two-step procedure involving disciplinary and criminal
proceedings (with due consideration of legal conditions)—akin to
the model observed in UEFA.

Furthermore, the research highlighted notable gaps in international
sports law, despite the efforts to establish a suitable international
legal framework by the UN, the International Olympic Committee,
and the Court of Arbitration for Sport. First, UN conventions, as
globally accepted documents, do not specifically address the issue of
match-fixing. Second, other declaration documents fall short of
covering all forms of match-fixing. Even the Macolin Convention
has yet to achieve universal acceptance. Third, the Court of
Arbitration for Sport possesses limited executive power and holds a
secondary responsibility in this regard. Therefore, it is suggested that
the issue of match-fixing be explicitly introduced into international
conventions in order to provide a rigorous legal framework for
addressing it.

Keywords: Match-fixing, Competition Manipulation, International
Sports Law, Court of Arbitration for Sport, Betting
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2. UNODC, Legal Approaches to Tackling the Manipulation of Sports Competitions:
A Resource Guide (Vienna: United Nations, 2021) at 40.

3. United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC).

4. UNODC & ICSS. op. cit. at 21.

5. UNODC, (2021), op. cit. at 18-19.



\9%'@.@‘)3‘3‘}.:{3

SaCam o 3l (S Bl o 4 ST 65k o 53 S5 ae 53 L Ol wle e
15 6T aan ladad Ll cdas 2 1y 63k 4 5 Sb5 4 bogs e

VST e e (5555 Sliles 53 (5803 3550 53 gl (61558 O el S
G 1y s Slbles s (o) R PPN KN PP PR
(B3 3l 1 plaSamn o573y Codly ) O gl 587l bl Vs 51 (S TS s
Son 45 Slisle 3 (5 )3 43 b gy o Glaoilis 4 ol shas caxiS ty Mol
sld a5 53 4 Jlesl 6 s plosil Oy 5 (ul b ol S a1 2ol
S oS 5 5 055 0 gl 557y e Talad 1T 5515 ol a5 0,8 13
555 8l il 5 s 4y B 15 0 03,571y 3955 ¢ 000 ) 4 S5
5B 4 1y s (ol ) sy 0 gl 557 S o 2l o sl Juonn ol b
ol B35 sLOlsle 5 b b sla, 51l o aile sLaS S s sl
abye Gl b 05 Sogden (LB L Sole Gl B0 sHub s, Sblis
03 S 3gdome b ot ¢ (G505 S50 ub ol o Lol o (B5Hs slagub b
G585 OB ST O e 5 b gy o Sy 510 o Il Oz 51,5 sl 5 o
S e

o) las 5 S50 Medlm Gat 53 ol a5 S5 Y
Ml oy eSO 55 o0 15 OT 5 1 O ,1 Sk 5 (5555 Jhodl o B 5o sl L
s S8l Ol 5 Sl o lranaS ¢ Ml o 5555 G0 sl 5 (]
Glme & Bss Mol Gsi dnw s 5 5,8 K a5 s 1, ol S 87 Coils

¥ . N
.-L’)\JW\

Gk s S VI YN i) 1y i el Lo Ll (610 YoV alis VA 55 00 3800 0 gl 550
(CETS/N0.215, 2014: 14) ol 7 gzie o2 o) 5587 o (sliaal (51 O gl 5557 cp) (V¥ Ye3le

2. Primorac & Pili¢, op. cit. at 358.

3. UNODC, Model Criminal Law Provisions for the Prosecution of Competition
Manipulation (Lausanne/Switzerland: The International Olympic Committee
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3. FIFA’s Early Warning System (EWS).
4. International Sport Monitoring (ISM).
5. Chappelet, op. cit. at 1263.
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5. Ibid. at 1265.

6. UNODC (2016a). op. cit. at 14.
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4. M. Haberfeld, Match-Fixing in International Sports, Dale Sheehan (eds)
(Switzerland: Springer International, Cham. 2013) at xi.
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1. UEFA Statuses, April (2017) Edition, Art 50(3).
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1. Sivasspor Kulibii V. UEFA (2014), CAS A/3625, par 124.

2. Klubi Sportiv Skénderbeu V. UEFA (2016), CAS A/4650, par 1.
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. Diaconu et al., (2021), at 39.

. CAS, (2015), A/4351.

. CAS, (2014), A/3467.

. Mohammad Asif V. International Cricket Council, (2011), CAS A/2362: par 64.

. Salman Butt V. International Cricket Council, (2011), CAS A/2364: par 75.
Daniel Kollerer V. Association of Tennis Professionals, Women’s Tennis

Association, International Tennis Federation & Grand Slam Committee, (2011), CAS

AJ2490: par 62.

8. Savic v. Professional Tennis Integrity Officers (PT10s), (2011), CAS A/2621: par

9.1

9. N. & V. v. UEFA, (2010), CAS A/2266: par 24.
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1. Tennis Anti-Corruption Program (“TACP”), 2018, Section D, Article 3.

2. Giulio Palermo, Bryce Williams, “Match-fixing and the Evolution of CAS
Jurisprudence”, CAS Bulletin, Vol. 2, (2018), par 15.

3. FK Pobeda, Aleksandar Zabrcanec, Nikolce Zdraveski V. UEFA, (2009),CAS
AJ1920: par 63.

4. Pobeda, op. cit. par 69.
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3. Legal Certainty.

4. Fenerbahce Spor Kulubi V. UEFA (2013), CAS A/3256: par 190-192.
5. Principle of Proportionality.
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1. Fenerbahge Spor Kullibi V. UEFA (2013), CAS A/3256: par 3.

2. KS Skénderbeu V. UEFA (2018), CAS A/5734: par 2.

3. The Burden of Proof.

4. UNODC & ICSS. op. cit. at 32-33.

5. Pobeda, op. cit. par 25.

6. Fulvio Fantoni & Claudio Nunes V. European Bridge League (EBL), (2016), CAS
AJ4783: par 45.

7. Sivasspor Kuliibii V. UEFA, (2014), CAS A/3625: par 130.

8. Public Joint-Stock Company “Football Club Metalist” V. UEFA, (2013), CAS
A/3297: par 8.30-8.34.
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The Balance of Probabilities.
4. The Comfortable Satisfaction.
5. UNODC & ICSS. op. cit. at 32-33.
6. Preponderance of the Evidence
7. Efraim Barak, Dennis Koolaard, “Match-fixing. The Aftermath of Pobeda — What
have the Past four Years Brought us?”, CAS Bulletin, VVol. 1, (2014), at 9.
8. Sivasspor, op. cit. par 131-133.
9. Barak & Koolaard, op. cit. at 9-10 .
10. Amos Adamu V. FIFA, (2011), CAS A/2426.
11. Barak & Koolaard, op. cit. at 10.
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