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1. Introduction

Pictographs are the oldest and most indelible method for humans to record their
observations, the most abundant of which is animals. Dog motifs are among the most
frequently found figures in almost every pictograph. Dogs are the first domesticated
animal. There is a lot of difference between the appearance and behavior of various
dog breeds (Pang et al., 2009). This study compared the dog motifs of pictographs in
Lorestan to pictographs of other regions in Iran and assessed the diversity and breed
of dog motifs. Pictographs are frequently found in Takhte Chan Valley and
Sarsarkhan Mountain. Despite a great body of literature regarding these pictographs,
the dog motifs were only described, and no study has analyzed the dog motifs as an
independent subject.

1. This article is taken from the Ph.DDissertation of Sara Sadeghi, Mohaghegh
Ardabili University.

2. Literature Review

So far, various researches have been done on the petroglyphs of different regions of
Iran from the aspects of aesthetics, pattern analysis, symbology, chronology, etc.The
main achievement of previous researches has been the introduction and descriptive
reports of these works.Regarding the role of dogs in rock art in Iran, the following
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can be mentioned: "Investigation and study of the rock carvings of Kharehanjiran
(Mahabad)" (MohammadiQasriani and Naderi, 2007), "Introduction and analysis of
new petroglyphs of group B of Lower Arges (Malair-Hamdan)" (Bik Mohammadi et
al., 2012), "Investigation of the role of Aso petroglyphs in Birjand city" (Sadeghi et
al., 2014)"The petroglyphs of Yazli Chai, Gandam-Koh and Zaghram" (Noorallahi,
2015), "Renovated patterns of the golden petroglyphs of Qorveh in Kurdistan"
(Sadeghi and Faizi, 2021), "The petroglyphs of Kabogan Valley, Gosht city, Saravan
city"(Hossein Bar et al., 2022).The following article, for the first time, has discussed
the role of the dog with a special perspective in order to obtain the morphology of the
main dog breed depicted in the rock art of Lorestan province.

3. Methodology

This study adopted a quality approach based on description, analysis, and comparison.
The information was gathered through field and library research. The pictographs of
Kuhdasht and Pole Dokhtar containing dog motifs composed the statistical population.

4. Geographic Location of the Studied Regions

4.1. Sarsarkhan Mountain

Kuhdasht pictographs are located in the western Pishkooh of Lorestan on the foothills
of the Sarsarkhan Mountain Range. The mountain range runs east-west, and the
creamy rocks are made of lime. Mehrdad Stone (Ymotifs) and Mirmalas pictographs
(1 motif) are located on the rocky shelter's wall on the mountain range's southern side.
4.2. Takhte Chan Valley

The newly found pictographs of Takhte Chan Valley are located on the foothills of
Kyalan Mountain Range on Pole Dokhtar, Lorestan. Takhte Chan site comprises two
sets of pictographs separated by a distance of 50 m. In one pictograph, an archer is
aiming a goat to hunt. In the other one, a group of dogs run to the right-hand side.

5. Discussion

In the pictographs of Lorestan, the scenes containing dog motifs include hunting,
grazing, sheepherding, and migration scenes. Regarding the theme of pictographs and
the relationship between dogs and other motifs, it can be suggested that the dogs
depicted in these pictographs are pure Persian breeds. For example, the dog motifs in
hunting scenes are hound dogs of the Persian Saluki breed or livestock guarding dogs
of the Sarabi and Qahderijani breeds. In general, three dog breeds were found in the
pictographs in terms of morphology and the theme of the narrative scenes: (1) Saluki,
(2) Sarabi, and (3) Qahderijani, all of which are pure Persian breeds (Table 1).

Table 1. The breed of dogs found in pictographs of Iran and their real counterparts
(Authors, 2022).
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6. Conclusion

Lorestan pictographs are among the most significant pictographs in the Zagros region
of Iran. This study tried to investigate dog motifs in the rock artworks of Kuhdasht
and Pole Dokhtar. Three kinds of dogs were identified, the most and least frequent of
which were Sarabi and Qahderijani breeds, respectively. Iranians traditionally went
hunting with their dogs, namely hounds. Large prey, such as antelopes and deer, were
chased by archers in pictographs. The bodies of animals were painted with horizontal
lines from a side view. In hunting scenes, hounds were accompanied by humans
equipped with tools, including spears, arrows, and bows. The theme of Sarabi motifs
describes scenes where dogs, humans, and livestock are migrating. Sarabi dogs have a
large body, pointy ears, a curled-back tail, and relatively short legs. All identified dogs
are native to the region, appearing in scenes such as hunting grounds, grazing,
migration, and battlefields. These pictographs are comparable to those found in
western, northwestern, southern, and central parts of Iran.

Keywords: Dog Motif, Pictograph, Morphology, Dog Breed.
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