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Explaining the reasons for the re-domination of the
Taliban in Afghanistan based on Dekamjian’s
periodic theory

Introduction

After the American invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 and the overthrow of
the Taliban government, efforts were made to rebuild the Afghan nation-
state and establish a democratic political system. But the experience of the
past two decades did not result in the formation of a national unity
government. On the other hand, the overthrow and destruction of the
Taliban, as one of the main reasons for the US attack on Afghanistan,
gradually fell out of priority. To the extent that after Trump took office, the
policy of withdrawing from Afghanistan and negotiating with the Taliban
gained speed. With Biden taking office, the exit policy from Afghanistan led
to a hasty exit despite the emphasis of the Pentagon and the Afghan
government on the necessity of American support for Kabul. This policy
gave the Taliban a good opportunity to take control of Afghanistan's districts
in a short period of time, leading to the Taliban's complete control over
Afghanistan and the resumption of the era of the Islamic Emirate. After these
developments, different analyzes were proposed regarding the reasons for
the Taliban's re-domination in Afghanistan. Although this issue is the result
of a set of external and internal factors, the role of external factors in
explaining the Taliban's control over Afghanistan is considered key, and the
investigation of the effective internal reasons has been neglected. While it
seems that America's withdrawal from Afghanistan was a catalyst and
accelerator in this matter, and the main reasons for the Taliban's re-
domination of Afghanistan should be sought in internal factors. The current
research aims to examine the internal contexts of the re-emergence and
domination of the Taliban in Afghanistan. The main question of the research
is that what are the reasons for the re-domination of the Taliban in
Afghanistan based on Dekamjian's periodic theory?
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Several studies have studied the fields of its re-growth in Afghanistan -which
was the introduction to its gaining power in 2021- (Shafie and Eiduzayi,
2012; Shafie, 2018; Hossein Khani, 2019). Also, two decades of the gradual
process of gaining power of the Taliban in Afghanistan finally led to their
coming to power in 2021. This issue was also the subject of numerous
studies by researchers (Dehzad, 2022; Arin, 2022; Bagheri Dolatabadi, 2022;
Moghadas, 2022). The mentioned researches to explain the revival and
growth of Taliban and then its re-domination of Afghanistan state many
internal and external factors, but so far, a systematic and coherent study
based on a theoretical basis has not been investigated.

This research aims to examine the re-domination of the Taliban in
Afghanistan as a fundamentalist response in the framework of Dekamjian's
periodic theory. Dekamjian considers the type, amount and intensity of
fundamentalist responses to depend on the situation of the crisis
environment. According to Dekamjian, six factors of identity crisis,
legitimacy crisis, rulers’ mismanagement and pressure and repression, class
conflict, military weakness and culture crisis cause the formation of the
crisis environment (Dakmejian, 2017: 60-69).

Methodology

The current research has described the Afghan crisis environment and
discussed the reasons for the re-domination of the Taliban by using the
descriptive-explanatory method through library and document collection.

Findings

Since its independence, Afghanistan has gone through a political and social
history full of ups and downs. The most important political and social
developments in Afghanistan before 2001 include separation from Iran,
Soviet aggression and the formation of a communist government, the
withdrawal of the Soviet Union and the formation of the Mujahideen
government, and finally the failure of the Mujahideen government and the
formation of the Taliban government. On the other hand, one of the
prominent features of the Afghan society can be considered the multiplicity
and ethnic mosaic and the place of religion in it.

After the fall of the Taliban in 2001, the developments of the last two
decades were positive steps towards the formation of the Afghan nation-
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state. But fragmented identities, lack of national identity, weakness of the
central government, challenges in democratic processes, especially elections,
failure to form a national unity government, systemic corruption,
inefficiency, repression and violence of the security and military forces,
intensification of class divisions due to ethnic-religious reasons, dependency
military, the lack of formation of the national army, the haste in the
modernization process, the neglect of ethnic-religious values and norms by
the central government caused the Afghan society to witness various social
crises in the last two decades. This was while the Taliban on the other side
was able to take a significant part of these people with them by using the
weakness and inability of the central government to provide security and
facilities for the deprived and remote areas, especially the Pashtun-inhabited
areas. The fields of crisis in the Afghan environment based on Dekamjian's
periodic theory in the six axes of identity crisis, legitimacy crisis, rulers'
mismanagement and pressure and repression, class conflict, military
weakness and culture crisis provide the conditions for the emergence and
regrowth of the Taliban as a fundamentalist response to the situation and
crisis were mentioned. In fact, this group was able to use the fusion of ethnic
identity with religious identity to make maximum use of Afghanistan's social
capacities to realize its goals as an Islamic and ideological movement.

Conclusion

Although there are a set of external and internal reasons in explaining the
reasons for the Taliban's re-domination of Afghanistan, it seems that the
main reason for these developments is not external variables, including the
hasty withdrawal of America from Afghanistan, but internal contexts and
factors as a platform for it. So that the withdrawal of the American army
from this country was only an accelerating factor and accelerated the process
of the re-emergence of the Taliban as a fundamentalist response to
successive social crises. Although the future performance of the Taliban
after the establishment of the Islamic Emirate is the main criterion for
judging the outcome of the developments in Afghanistan in 2021, it is
important to note that examining the foundations and contexts of the
formation of Islamic movements in the context of the political, social,
cultural and economic context of the society is a more realistic criterion for
It provides analyses, positions and future decisions about Afghanistan.
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