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Abstract

The Socratic political philosophy is aimed at educating competent souls to return
to the best way of life, the philosophical way of life. The Platonic version of this
way of life implies a narrow meaning, so that it cannot be achieved except through
negating the political way of life as a naturally limited one. But the Socratic
political philosophy is not restricted to the Platonic narrative. In the 7th book of
Politics, Aristotle contrives a plan of Socratic political philosophy that, according
to him, can solve the insufficiency of the Platonic version. There, Aristotle tries
to expand the meaning of the philosophical way of life to such an extent that it
can be considered as a set of teachings of the best regime. In other words, in the
Avristotelian narrative, there is an explicit reference to the desirability of the
political way of life, while the Socratic purpose is not lost. This article is an effort
to clarify this narrative and reflect on the most important Socratic moments in the
7th book of Avristotle's Politics.
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1. Introduction

In the seventh book of Politics, Aristotle presents his best regime. We
think this regime, in spite of its accordance with the final Platonic
intention, is an alternative stratagem to achieve that intention. This
alternative distinguishes from the Platonic one in the sense that
compared to Plato, Aristotle is more optimistic about the ability of
philosophy to establish a good political regime. In other words, the
Socratic political philosophy in the Aristotelian narrative, compared to
the Platonic one, is more ambitious to replace philosophy with a
theological-theological basis for law. This philosophical ambition,
which is necessarily "optimistic”, brings Aristotle closer (though just
in this sense) to the modern political philosophers and distances him
from Plato.

2. Literature Review

In this article, by moving away from non-esoteric explanations of
Aristotle’s politics, which we see a clear example of in Simpson's
commentary, we try to make our argument based on the distinction
between exoteric and esoteric levels in politics, following the research
efforts of those like Carnes Lord, Thomas Pengle, and Michael Davis.

3. Methodology

This article was written based on the so-called "closed reading”
approach. In this regard, the text of Aristotle's politics is considered the
final reference of judgment and the main basis for understanding the
philosopher's meaning. The priority in this method is to understand the
text, not to explain it. The explanation of a text that mainly refers to
trans-textual factors can only be meaningful if the text and its visible
and hidden meanings are understood correctly.

4. Discussion

For Plato, the establishment of a just regime depended on the realization
of philosopher-king ideas. The possibility of a philosopher-king regime,
as is evident in the Republic, is very unlikely and of course, involves
falling into a comical situation. So for him, the political way of life
cannot be the way to true happiness. His view of the political way of
life is negative. In the Laws, Plato attempts indirectly to show the
political limitation of philosophy. Athenian Stranger, in the absence of
Socrates, presents his second-best regime whose foundation is not
philosophy but religion. But according to Aristotle, in order to be able
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to speak in a more beautiful and honorable manner (kalon), we should
bring a more balance between the limitations of political life in order to
achieve happiness and the limitations of philosophy in order to establish
a just political regime. This endeavor is not completely epistemic but
its characteristic, because of the nature of politics, is more rhetorical. In
this rhetoric, Aristotle tries to conceal the limitations of philosophy to
establish a just regime to some degree and at the same time to preserve
the theological-divine requirements of the city.

5. Conclusion

It seems that Aristotle's formulation of Socratic political philosophy, in
the seventh book of Politics, is based on the expansion of the meaning
of philosophy as a solution to expand the possibilities of philosophy in
order to establish the best regime. Philosophy in this new manning,
unlike the Platonic one, is no longer only involved in leading the
philosophical and contemplative way of life in the narrowest sense of
the word, but it implies what can be equivalent to the modern word
“culture” or “educated”. The exclusion of philosophy in its narrowest
sense of the word is the most important of Aristotle’s alternative to
Socratic political philosophy. According to Aristotle, this alternative
can better serve the ideal of Socratic political philosophy, that is, the
prosperity and durability of the philosophical way of life. From this
point of view, philosophy will last longer as padeia or education. In this
article, we try to show how Aristotle, as a Socratic political philosopher,
for whom the philosophical way of life is the best and most prosperous
way of life, at the same time takes a positive position towards the
political way of life.
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